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SPEAKING OF 


TIMBER! 



V^EFOREyou start WOLFING down this issue, gaze in HORROR 
at this foto from The Island of Lost ScroUs.lt is an unretouched 
.M^picture (after all, who would touch it?) of the John Landis Mon- 
ster in Captivity! (That’s John Landis behind: the Wolf is in front.) 
The foto is symbolic of the Super Scary Stixff we’ve captured for you 
this issue, from the in-depth ^scussion of the Decade of the Undead 
to the Inner View of David Cronenberg to the nightmares of HALLO- 
WEEN 2 thru the hilarity of SCHOCK TREATMENT. So, whether ye 
be a full-groan adult or a little nipper, you better write and tell us you 
found this issue to be some pumpkins or else we’ll sic Jack O’Lan- 
tern on you-son of Jack the Ripper! 








THIS ISSUE DEDICATED TO 


JOHN VARRETTE 

Active Youne Member of 
the Count Dracula Socy- 
(Last Halloween he Mr- 
5000 


sonally 


collected 
blood for 


the 


pints of 
thirsty vampires of Tran- 
sylvania.) With John is a 
weii-known Mr. Hamiiton, 
by George! 


HOUNDING US TO 
DEBT! 

Your loving tribute to the 
late, great Terence Fisher: my 
only quarrel with an otherwise 
excellent review of the distin- 
guished director's career con- 
cerns your dismissal of his 
HOUND OF THE BASKER- 
VILLES as a failure. You call it, 
"a Hammer project that back- 
fired ... spooky, not terrifying.” 
Having seen this film in its ini- 
tial run, I can only insist that 
you are absolutely wrong! The 
theater was packed and the 
audience, terrified. Recently. I 
had an opportunity to show a 
16mm print to a group of high 
school students and, believe 
me, THE HOUND works just 
as well today. The powerful 
suspense of the climactic se- 
quence has not been dimin- 
ished by the passage of time; 
Peter Cushing's Holmes re- 
mains one of his finest roles. 

JOHN SKILLIN 
Upper Montclair, N.J. 




WANTED! More Readers Like 


COUNT DUFFERACULA 

MITCH ADO ABOUT 
SOME THINGS 

It's been awhile since I 
wrote .your charming little 
mag; to be honest, I've still to 
get over the delightful shock of 
seeing three of my letters in 
#163. Re issue #177, I’ve de- 
cided to make some com- 
mentary and stir up some con- 
troversy. 

First, to respond to Frank 
Granda Jr.’s canonization of 
Brian DePalma: stuff & non- 
sense. The terms you apply to 
John Carpenter & George Ro- 
.mero {‘‘crafty” and ‘‘overin- 
dulgent”) are much more suit- 

WANTED! More Readers Like 


CHRISTIAN WILLIAMS 


ed to DePalma. He is a good 
craftsman; unlike many film- 
akers today, he at least has 
some conception of what a 
movie is supposed to do. But 
he has an unfortunate tenden- 
cy to emulate Hitchcock to the 
point of parody, such as last 
year’s DRESSED TO KILL. The 
film has 3 settings in which it 
could end; DePalma obviously 
couldn’t make up his mind 
which one to use, so he decid- 
ed to use them all. You may 
call this style, Frank; I call it 
stupidity. Of course, we can be 
thankful that DePalma didn’t 
have Michael Caine singing “I 
Enjoy Being A Girl”. When he 
wants to, however, DePalma 
can use his Hitchcock stylings 
with imagination. In 06SES- 
SION, for instance, when Cliff 
Robertson is standing at the 
tomb of his dead wife Sdaugh- 
ter, DePalma pulls back to a 
long shot which is very remi- 
niscent of the scene in PSY- 
CHO where Anthony Perkins 
is standing beside the Bates 
house. The effect is very pleas- 
ing & well done; I just wish that 
DePalma would do that sort of 
thing more often. 

Second, I wish you would 
stop this relentless rah-rah 
mentality your staff has over 
cheering every film to come 
down the pike. While there are 
some movies worth applaud- 
ing (SUPERMAN II, rAiders 
OF THE LOST ARK, THE 
HOWLING), there are movies 
that are not fit to be used for 
lightsabre luggage. Two I’ll 
name offhand: FRIDAY THE 
13th PART 2 & THE BURN- 
ING. I went to see both of 
these turkeys knowing I was 
gonna hate them; what I didn’t 
expect was how much I was 
gonna hate them. Both films 
suffer from the “mad-killer- 
stalks” syndrome; that partic- 
ular storyline has been run in- 
to the ground, much as the 
theme of atomically mutated 
monsters was in the ’50s. 

Third,'! enjoyed THE HOWL- 
ING (all you nerds who can’t 
take your goosebumps with 
giggles are not fit to live; you 
belong dead, to quote the 
great fsarloff). It's the best hor- 
ror film of its kind since THE 
RAVEN; I especially got a kick 
out of seeing the ol’ Acker- 
monster in the occult book- 
shop. ..with two copies of FM 
on hand! 

Finally, here’s a piece of 
news I picked up while watch- 
ing Tomorrow Coast to Coast: 
Adrienne Barbeau (my favor- 
ite fantasy film actress this 
side of Faith Domergue; what- 
ever happened to her, any- 
way?) is scheduled to star in 
CREEPSHOW. George Ro- 
mero said that CREEPSHOW 


WANTED! More Readers Like 



KEN GILBERT 


would feature well-known per- 
formers; it’ll be interesting to 
see who else gets cast in the 
upcoming Romero-King-Savini 

MITCHELL B. CRAIG 
Lancaster, SC 

WE’RE ROOTING FOR 
YOU, TED 

For quite some time now 
I’ve been fighting one of the 
worst monsters of all— -Cancer. 
At first the doctors didn’t give 
me much hope; but now, thank 
God. they say that with one 
more operation and a couple 
of more "chemotherapy” 
treatments I’ll be cured. 75% 
of the cure is mental attitude 
and your magazine has helped 
a lot in the battle all these 
months. It makes me forget 
the bad things and generally 
lifts my spirits! Looking thru 
old back issues carries me 
back to happier times.. So, 
thanx Mr. Ackerman & Mr. 
Warren for helping a long time 
fan in his time of need. 

TED MASTERS 
Mauldin, SC 
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GOGOSTXE GREAT GIVES 
HIS LEGIONS OF MOVIE 
MONSTER FANS ANOTHER 
RARE TREAT, THIS TIME 
PAINTING THE GORGON, 
WHILE IN THE LOWER 
CORNER OF THE ISSUE 
WE SEE THAT BOLD BAR- 
BARIAN OF ANCIENT 
TIMES. THE ONE & ONLY 
CONAN OF CIMMERIA! 
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TRICKS TO COIVIE The HaUoween 

month is here, and filmscreens eveiywhere will be 
awash with blood and gore and a whole lot more! 

14 

COIM AIM A look at the upcoming sword and 
sorcery spectacular, detailing me life of the brawny 
barbarian from his days as a brawny little boy! 

16 

THE UIMDEAD The 1070’s was a tooth 

decade, as legions of vampires, led by the ever 
popular Count Dracula, stalked the silver screen! 

22 

HALLOWEEN PLANET Dragons 

ghouls, dinosaurs, wolfmen, and aliens from all 
crawls of life gather on this pre-hysteric planet! 

24 

SHOCK TREATMENT The long 

awaited sequel (or “equal”) to THE ROCKY HOR- 
ROR PICTURE SHOW, as glittery weirdos abound! 

QO HORROR’S HOTSHOT From the 

mind-blowing SCANNERS to THE BROOD, David 
Cronenberg has carved a name for himself! 

HEARXBEEPS a pair of robots in love 

test their metal, steel themselves for the worst, but 
manage to iron out their problems in the reel world! 

34 

\AfOLFEIM Their bite is truly worse than 

1 their bark, as they prowl the night, turning New 

1 York into their own game preserve! Are you game? 

37 

1 RAIOERS A photo album of the most ex- 

citing film of the year, featuring Indiana’s short but 
sweet duel with the black-robed scimitar master! 

pT 

MAN OF MAYHEM Richard 

Matheson has written some of the very best books 
and films in the Reid of science fiction and horror! 


* HALLO\A/EEIM II That cut-up m the 

1 mask is back again, ami it's no laughing matter! 

' Careful who you plunder, or you’ll be six feet under! 

_ FAIMG MAIL Filmdom’s fang- MYSTERYPHOTO If you 

M natic fans have sent this depart- can't guess who this horrifying 

ment another outpouring of sympathy, monstrocity is then just try again 

* rage and/or empassioned opinion! ^ • with our fiendishly scrambled clue! 
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birthday WITCHES a 

stellar collection of birthday lumin- 
aries grace these pages this month. 
Now you can send them your best too! 


60 


THE GRAVEYARD From 

the murky depths, the GE has 
burned these tasty treats for ] 
edification, amusement and plain 


las ex- i 
or your A 
ain tunl^l 


CONCERNING OUR MAIL ORDER ADVERTISEMENTS: Warren Publishing guarantees our merchandise will be replaced if not 
received in satisfactory condition. Should you need to write us concerning an order, whether it be from our addws or a Post 
Office Box address, send your letter to: E.C. Ives, Customer Service Dept., Warren Publishing Co., 145 E. 32nd Street, New 

York, N.Y. 10016. 




tricks to come 


the night the earth stood still? 

Hay Bradbury has come up with a sequel to 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL. The 
original was based on Harry Bates' classic 
“Farewell to the Master"; the followup intro- 
duces the son of Klaatu. (Wonder if, like Ray- 
mond Massey, for instance, Michael Rennie left a 
son who looks a lot like.his famous dad; and, if so, 
hopefully the man has theSpian talents. I 

There's a remake rumored of Robert Sheckley 's 
THE 10th VICTIM. (THE .15th VICTIM?-con- 
sidering inflation.) 

Deadly ... demented... demonic... delirious — 
that's DELUSION. 

Diabolikillers: DEMON SPIES. 

Son of FRIDAY THE 13th; SATURDAY THE 
14th (“funnier than THE ELEPHANT MaN, 
more terrifying than HEIDI, more gruesome 
than THE MUPPET SHOW"). Grandson of 
SATURDAY THE I4th: THURSDAY THE 12th. 

many harpy returns 

Watch out for RETURN OF THE LIVING 
DEAD...THE HOWLING II...THE MONSTER 
CLUB (with such members— or dismembers— as 


H alloween: 

The wild, eerie month is here.- 
— From an unpublished poem by Ray 
Bradbury 

The time for Trick or Treat has rolled around 
again and just when you thought it was safe to 
look at the calendar, bogeyman, boogie things & 
creatures from boggy hollows start jumping off 
the wall to keep dates with you! 

THE SWAMP THING! 

THE THING FROM ANOTHER WORLD! 
DEMONOID...INSEMINOID! 
FRANKENSTEIN'S ISLAND.. .FRAN KEN- 
STEIN'S CREATION! 

Some things wicked this way come and some 
things sci fi: 

BILLION DOLLAR BEAST. 

DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE -TOGETHER 
AGAIN. DR. JEKYLL LIKES THEM HOT. 

AQUARIUS MISSION, a scientifihn by Mar- 
tin Caidin of S6 Million Dollar Man fame. 

A contemporary version (from Australia) of 
Edgar Allan Poe's THE GOLD BUG. 

A multimillion $$ sci-fi pic from Big Stick Pro- 
ductions, STAR MAN. (But not based oh the 
novels of the same name by Stuart J. Byrne.) 


The crucified hand of Satan’s Daugh- 
ter lives 200 years after the execution 
of the witch. ..and wreaks vengeance 
on the living. 
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Don’t have to tell you who this is in DR. JELYLL & 
MR. HYDE -TOGETHER AGAIN. 

Michael Crawford stars as Woody Wilkins, a cartoon 
ist whose art becomes real life, in CONDORMAN, a co 
mic-adventure from Walt Disney Productions. 


The Wholly 3—wholly dedicated to escaping from Pri- A boat battle off France’s Mediterranean coast is one 
son City. Isaac Hayes, Harry Dean Stanton & Adrienne of many action scenes in CONDORMAN . 


Barbeau in John Carpenter’s ESCAPE FROM N.Y. 
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JuUe (Aneela Bressler) tries a new method to clear her complexion In Paramount Pictures’ STUDENT BO- 
DIES. 


Vincent Price, John Carradine, Patrick McGee. 
Simon Ward & Donald Pleasence)...THE NEXT 
(Adrienne Barbeau & Keir DuUea)...THE ENTI- 
TY ...NIGHT SCREAMS... 

POSSESSION if you like “loathsome mucous 
monsters". Perhaps not everyone’s cup of tee- 
hee. 

Food for thawed will be offered in the filmiza- 
tion of Rene Barjavel’s novel “The Ice People”, a 
futuristic tale of a male & female from an ancient 
civilization which destroyed itself eons ago. 

REVENGE OF THE JEDI is scheduled to 
start shooting Jan. '82. 

SUPERMAN III (it will have an actual title 
eventually) will be budgeted for $35 million. But 
Clark Kent won’t be seen flying again till the 
summer of '83. 

Your Editor’s brainchild— VAMPIRELLA — 
has been purchased for filming by Polygram Pic- 

BATMAN will also be produced by Polygram. 

polter there, pal 

Steven Spielberg is being congratulated on 
having completed POLTERGEIST ahead of 
schedule andJrelow budget! 

“The Return of Tarzan", Edgar Rice Bur- 
roughs novel, is scheduled to be remade as THE 
ADVENTURES OF TARZAN by producer 




No, that’s not the Mark of Zorro. Zorry about zat. It' 
the claw & fang marks of MAMA DRACULA. 



Adrian Weiss, whose grandfather produced the 
original film with Elmo Lincoln in 1918! 

John C^radine, who has long been as thin as 
one, will portray THE SCARECROW. 

A close encounter of the deep kind will be seen 
in THE MINING CAMP ENCOUNTER. 

Don (EMPIRE STRIKES BACK novelizer) 
Glut, whose new Frankenstein novel is being 
published by the Donning Co., has completed 
scripting the multimillion $$$ ULTRAMAN— 
HERO FROM THE STARS. There’s a cameo in 
it atop the Empire State Bldg, for— FJA! (No, he 
doesn’t play King Kong.) 

The Shapes of Things Not Too Calm include: 
X-RAY 
FRIGHT 
UFORIA 
THE ENTITY 
HEARTBEEPS 
GHOST STORY 
THE AFTERMATH 
THE ALCHEMIST 
THE CAT PEOPLE 
THE DEADLY SPAWN 
HELL OF THE LIVING DEAD 
THE INVASION OF THE SPAGHETTI 
MONSTERS 

SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES 
THE CREATURE WASN’T NICE 
LOVE AT SECOND BITE 
THE BEAST WITHIN 
DEAD & BURIED 
PSYCHIC MAYA 
TERROR EYES 
THE BURNING 
CREEPSHOW 
SLAYRIDE 
INCUBUS 
RATTLES 
TATTOO 
VIRUS 
STAB 

trieste iantascience festival 
awards 

Golden Asteroid 
POSSESSION 


Special Jury Prizes 

VISITORS FROM ARKANA GALAXY 
THE TOM MACHINE 


Golden Seal 

THE 8th DAY OF CREATION 


Silver Asteroids 

Best Actress 
GOLEM 

Best Telefilm 
VIDEO EN JULIA 




Best Actor 
TRANSPORT 



Better Late Than Never, this dramatic Kidnap Shot from HEAVY METAL where the Professor & Gloria are 
being swooped along a transparent tube into an alien spaceship. 


Story & pictures on TRANSPORT will be seen 
in FM 180. 

last minute news 

David DelValle, of FM’s Special Services team, 
will be seen as a pallbearer in THE HORROR 
STAR, starring Ferdy (THE FEARLESS VAM- 
PIRE KILLERS) Mayne. 

Spinning a web of terror will be SPIDER-MAN 
& HIS AMAZING FRIENDS. 

Sci-Fi Authors in the News: 

Thomas Disch, whose 1979 St. Martin’s novel 
"On Wings of Song” has been optioned. ..Robert 
Sheckley, whose out-of-print Dell paperback 
"Mindswap" has been optioned. (The Roger Gor- 
man MINDWARP has reverted to its earher ti- 
tle, PLANET OF HORROR) ... and Arthur C. 
Clarke comes out of retirement to script 
AVATAR, a scientifilm about an all-powerful 
alien who lands in India (for a change). Plenty of 
special fx are promised. 

The next Biggie we’re anticipating seeing is the 
cinemadaptation of Philip K. Dick’s "Do An- 
droids Dream of Electric Sheep?”— the futuristic 
thriller, BLADERUNNER, 





WARREN MAGAZINES 



VAMPIRELLA #101: Gorgeous high- 
spirited heroines tight the forces 
of evii! Vampireiia battles the nox- 
ious “Star Beast!” Pantha in “Night 
Full of Zombies!" St. Knight finds 
“Hell on Earth!” The Fox in “Dynasty 
of Evil” plus the fabulous “Korsar!” 


ROOK #11: Two-fisted, 

two-limlng adventure as the master of 
time hurtle Into the past to find hie 
lost love! Plus swash and buckle with 
“Uncle Zoiro”, soaring Indian adven- 
ture with “Eade” and betrayal and Irv 
trfgue in the inlrd Reich In “Kronos!” 


1994 #21: Mind-searing sin and sen- 
suality In Earth’s far-flung futurel 
Blastirtg action in “Lord Machlna" 
and “Freefall!”Love and betrayal In 
Ghlta,“Love Is a Many Tentacled 
Thing, and “Mars BarsrPlus mind- 
boggling action In “Angel and Apel” 


EERIE #127: Sizding sword and sor- 
cery and mind-numbing terror in this 
action-packed issue! “King of the 
Jungle"“Reuben Youngblood r Duel of 
the wizards in “Merlin and the Last 
Sorcerer" and a shocking surprise 
awaiteyou in“Haggai1h!” Much more! 



CREEPY #133: The premiere magazine 
of high adventure and deep horror! 
“The Dead Remember” - one you'll 
never forget! “Savage Cargo" “Sand 
In the Clowns” - no laughing matter! 
“Kobold” “Space Force Five'' plus the 
unloved beast in the cellar “Junior!'' 


FAMOUS MONSTERS #1 79; FM boldly 

f oes where no mag has gone before! 

pedal preview of “Conan” “Heart- 
beeps” and “Halloween 11!" Photos 
galore of “Raiders of the Lost Ark” 
and “Wolfen!’' Plus “Man of Mayhem” 
“Decade of the Undead” and more! 


I WARREN PUBLISHING ■ 

^145 EAST 32iidSTREET, NEW YORK, N.T. 10016j 



THE 

EMPIRE 

STRIKES 

BACK 

AND 

OTHER 



EMPIRE STRIKES BACK EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 
Don Glut's brilliant novel This is the incredible fully 
ization of the action pack- illustrated, full color book 
edmovie! #21412—52.25 otthemovie! #21411— SZSQ 
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To order any of those items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 







BIRTHDAYg 

WnXJHESi 


O CT. & NOV. have rolled around once Main 
and it’s time to remember the Great Gone 
Onea: BELA LUGOSI...BORIS KARLOFF... 
CLAUDE RAINS. And Robert Armstrong too, who 
took us to Skull island. And-with us yet--The Bride 
of Frankenstein G several other notable support- 
ing players. As a charge-free service, FM can for- 
vuard Greetings for you to ELSA LANCHESTER, 
BURGESS MEREDITH, DONALD PLEASENCE fi 
CARRIE FISHER. Just address them c/o Nate L. 
Daye, 2495 Glendower Ave., Hollywood, CA 90027. 


BELA LUGOSI 

Oct. 20 
Ora CL) fa 


CLAUDE RAINS 

Nov. 10 
fnv/s/ble Man 


DONALD PLEASENCE 

Oct. 5 

Fonfosf/c Voyage: 


MARGOT KIDDER 

Oct. 17 
Superman 2 


ELSA LANCHESTER 

Oct. 28 

Bride oi Frankenstein 


HARRY ANDREWS 

Nov. 10 

Theater of Blood 


ROGER MOORE 

Oct. 14 

For Your Eyes Only 


CARRIE FISHER 

Oct. 21 
Sfor Wars 


w 




BURGESS MEREDITH 

Nov. 16 

C/osh of the Titans 


MICHAEL GOUGH 

Nov. 23 

Horror of Dracula 


ROBERT ARMSTRONG 

Nov. 20 
Kmg Kong 


BORIS KARLOFF 

Nov. 23 
Torgefs 


CLOSE ENCOUNT- 
ERS MASK KIT: 
A fantastic tull 
head mask of the 
alien from, Close 
EiKOunters! Once 
assembled from 
pre-formed parts, 
you will have a 
true reproduction 
made from life- 
like Flex-O-Skin. 
It's easily as- 
sembled, fun to 
wear and abeo- 
lutelyauthentic! 
Orderyoursnow! 
1126066 — $5.69 


MAKE-UP MON- 
STERS: Turn 
yourself intoone 
of the most horr- 
ible monsters i- 
maginable with 


WEREWOLF TEEIH: 
Oversized incisors 
for tearing out 
hearts, chewing on 
cuffs and other e- 
vll things. These 
werewolf chompers 
fit over your gen- 
uine teeth! You'll 
love giving your 
friends a scary 
smile! #2614-».35 

VAMPIRE BLOOD: A 
few drops of this 
goo on your skin 
and you'll be the 
goriest guy around, 
but please don't 
scare your mother! 
Red, repulsive and 
highly suggested 
for hours of fun 
of the goriest de- 
gree! 112616— .75c 

OOZING ORB: Wear 
this blood oozing 
eyeball, the same 
as a monacle, over 
your own eye! You 
will be able to see 
through the pupil, 
SO why not buy two 
and be twice as 
scary! You'll love 
glow-in-the-dark 
orb! #2669-.49e 


VAMPIREKIT:AII 
a kid needs for 
making his face 
look hideous. A 
tube of special 
vampire blood, 
evil glow-ln-the 
dark teeth & two 
new gory scars! 
Use a few drops 
of the blood on 
the back of the 
scars & stick 'em 
to your skin. In 
minutes you will 
transform your 
face to gore! 
#26063—11.29 


WEREWOLF KIT: 
If you dig the 
life of a were- 
wolf, then this 
Is the kit for 
you! It contains 
10 black claws, 
red fangs which 
tit over your 
actual teeth, a 
genuine bat ring 
& a can of scar- 
stuff for making 
a pug werewolf's 
rrasel Here's your 
chance 1 o look 
like wolTman! 
#26064 — $1.49 


To order any of thasa items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 
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run for gour lives! 




Conan grasps his mighty sword, ready for battle with 
man or beast. 


I RRESISTIBLE! 
NDESTRUCTIBLE! 
NCREDIBLE! 
CONAN] 


King! 

Barbarian! 

Swashbuckler! 

HE was a barbarian in the time of the Hyborean 
Age, in a period which lay between the glory of 
Atlantis and the recorded history of the modem 
world. As a youthful adventurer he began his 
heroic ascent to a position of gigantic stature in 
the legendary lands of the ancient Eastern Hem- 
isphere of Earth. „ 

—David A. Kyle 
Pioneer Seientifictioneer 


howard's humongous hero 

Robert E. Howard, the creator of the character 
Conan, who flourished in the halcyon 30s of leg- 
endary fantasy magazine Weird Tales, lived & 
died without probably ever dreaming in his vivid 
imagination that one day his warrior of antiquity 
would become a modern movie hero. But there's 
every indication that muscles are “in” and this 
Xmas Conan will be muscling his way in between 
such already established heroes of the past, pres- 
ent 8^ future as Superman, Luke Skywalker, Han 
Solo, James Bond, Tarzan et al. Before long every 
schoolboy & schoolgirl will be able to spell 
Schwarzenegger as well as a college graduate! 

Knock, knock! 

“Who’s there?” 

“I scream.” 

“I Scream Who?” 

“I Scream, Conan!” 

Editor Ackerman was last seen running that 
way with a roaring barbarian in pursuit! 
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A DECADE 
OF THE 

UNDEAD 

dnacula & othlen 
decayed indiutduaLs 



Max Schreck or Klaus Kinski? It's Kinski in a Klaus 
Encounter of the Weird Kind in the remake of NOS- 
FERATU. 


EXCLUSIVE to FM: The Vampire Symposium 
Speech delivered at the (Flash) Gordon Theater, 
Hollywood, to an audience of Count Dracula Socie- 
ty members by Academy of Sci-Fi, Fantasy d Hor- 
ror Award-winning critic Dale Winogura. 

T he 1970s was definitely a banner decade for 
vampires on film, with perhaps more am- 
bitious attempts to pump new blood into the 
genre than ever before. If the achievements were 
not mostly up to the level of thier intentions.. . well, 
at least they tried, and as the old saying goes you 
can 't keep a good Count down. 

five fiendish films 

To begin with, 1970 saw not one but 5 “hearty" 
attempts to do something different with the vam- 
pire film. The one & only, suave, immaculate & 
magnetic Christopher Lee was in two of them. The 
first, TASTE THE BLOOD OF DRACULA, was 
another in the continuing Hammer cycle, with the 
Count brought back to life by a mad disciple and 
seeking revenge. The other was a curious Italian- 
Spanish-West German co-production, COUNT 
DRACULA, which tried to film Bram Stoker's 
novel literally, but it received a very limited 
release in the United States. Lee and Herbert Lorn 
tried very hard to make it work but director Jess 
Franco should have worked harder. 

Third that year was HOUSE OF DARK SHAD- 
OWS, with the sinister Jonathan Frid as Bar- 
nabas Collins, a feature version of the popular TV 
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Ringo Staxr (as Merlin the Ma^cian) is menaced by 
Harry NUsson as the SON OF DRACULA. 


horror soap-opera serial of the time. Primarily a 
more elaborate version of the TV show, it had con- 
siderably more gore & violence but tbe direction of 
Dan Curtis had basically the same mixture of ob- 
vious fright & soapy melodrama. 

COUNT YORGA, VAMPIRE featured Robert 
Quarry as a modern, elegant vampire in this exer- 
cise in lighthearted horror that seems to have 
developed a following. It was directed by Robert 
Kelljan, who also did the sequel to this and 
BLACULA, and also directed the latter film un- 
credited. 

Finally, in 1970, among the first of the more or 
less adult films of this kind came THE VAMPIRE 
LOVERS, with the statuesque, spectacular In- 
grid Pitt turning her lovers into vampires like her- 
self. It was basically a remake of Roger Vadim’s 
1959 film, BLOOD & ROSES, which was in turn 
based on the classic story “CarmiUa”. It attemp- 
ted a more sophisticated kind of horror, directed 
by Roy Ward Baker, a veteran of many other hor- 
ror films (ASYLUM, SCARS OF DRACULA & 
VAULT OF HORROR). 

shadows return 

1971 saw some sequels— NIGHT OF DARK 
SHADOWS, with David Selby, again directed by 
Dan Curtis, not up to its predecessor; RETURN 
OF COUNT YORGA, once more with Robert 


Quarry menacing his prey but which has not 
found much of a following; SCARS OF DRA- 
CULA, another Christopher Lee— Peter Cushing 
collaboration in the Hammer series; another adult 
vampire film, TO LOVE A VAMPIRE, again 
from England, with Ralph Bates; and DRACULA 
vs. FRANKENSTEIN, with the late Lon Chaney 
Jr. & J. Carrol Naish, of which I wiU charitably say 
no more. 

The one notable 1971 vampire film was the 
made-for-TV THE NIGHT STALKER, mainly in- 
teresting for Richard Matheson’s unusual, darkly 
comic approach to writing in the genre, and the 
late Barry Atwater’s intriguing, low-key ap- 
proach to the modern vampire role. Darren 
McGavin’s intrepid character of the supernatural 
investigator, Kolchak, survived to have a series of 
his own, that sadly didn’t last very long. 

grue grew in '72 

Modern vampires became more rampant in 
1972, with Lee & Cushing at each other’s throats 
again, this time in modern rock-&-roll England. 
Other English imports were VAMPIRE CIRCUS, 
which received limited release, and TWINS OF 
EVIL, an adult vampire movie with Madeleine & 
Mary CoUinson up against Peter Cushing. It was 
mainly notable for John Hough’s wildly stylish 
direction, which was to become more poKshed & 
controlled in his work for THE LEGEND OF 
HELL HOUSE. A brief return fling with Ingrid 
Pitt in yet another adult genre film, COUNTESS 
DRACULA, was not widely seen. 

black drac 

But the highpoint of the genre in 1972 was 
William Marshall in BLACULA, one of the most 
amusing, energetic & affectionate homages to the 
vampire film yet made. The majority of the 
reviews at the time were far less than favorable, 
and the film is certainly not without shortcomings 
in technique, character & consistency. It’s Mar- 
shall’s dashing, forceful & compelling portrayal 
of the lead role that dominates the picture and 
makes it eminently watchable. He added unique 
elements of sadness & weariness to the part, com- 
bined with his classically trained, booming bass 
voice, that made the experience more satisfying 
than it otherwise might have been without him. 

1973 was not quite up to the previous 3 years, 
with the sequel to BLACULA, entitled SCREAM, 
BLACULA, SCREAM. Tho it had more action 
than the original, it had much less character 
strength & emotional impact. 

The last of the Cushing-Lee duets, THE SATA- 
NIC RITES OF DRACULA, was not released in 
America until some years later. Christopher Lee 
had grown considerably into the lead role, with 
even greater dignity & maturity than ever before, 
but the films became less & less well-made over 
the years and this last one was the cycle’s nadir in 
every respect. 
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Ingrid Pitt left a sign on her office door, “Out to Count Karnstein (Damien Thomas) gets roughed up 

Lunge”. A scene from THE VAMPIRE LOVERS. by witch hunters. 
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From barrel to burial seems to be BLACULA'S plan 
for YOU. (William Marshall as the Thirsty Count.) 



Debonair Dracula, George Hamilton in LOVE AT 
FIRST BITE. His motto: Bite Makes Right! At right, 
“Christie Love” says it was a natural (or a super-nat- 
ural) for her to play a vampire in OLD DRACULA, 
considering her real name is Teresa.. .Graves. 



televampirism & spoofs 

Jack Palance tried his fangs in Dan Curtis' am- 
bitious TV feature, DRACULA, filmed in Yugo- 
slavia & England, co-starring Simon Ward & 
Nigel Davenport. Written by Richard Matheson 
in another unique variation of Stoker’s theme. 
Curtis’ direction was still basically in the DARK 
SHADOWS mode. 

The emergence of vampire parodies solidly 
began in 1974, with SON OF DRACULA, starring 
Ringo Starr of all people later retitled YOUNG 
DRACULA; the charming David Niven lent his 
urbane touch as OLD DRACULA, Clive Donner’s 
typical pop concoction of TV situation-comedy & 
mod attitudes; and the best of them, BLOOD 
FOR DRACULA, or ANDY WARHOL’s DRA- 
CULA, with Udo Kier’s vampire suffering terribly 
in a houseful of very active & beautiful young 
daughters. This was easily the most adult film of 
its kind to that time, helped by some surprisingly 
witty dialog, imaginatively Gothic yet naturalis- 
tic photography & sets, and occasional directorial 
flair from Paul Morrissey. Less gruesome & irres- 
ponsible than Warhol’s version of FRANKEN- 
STEIN, it was likewise more controlled & amus- 
ing. 

Then from 1975 to 1978 the vampire seemed to 
retire to his coffin for the most part, with the ex- 
ception of a couple of highly adult pictures whose 
names don’t deserve mentioning. 

the count comes back 

But in 1979 the Count bounced back with quin- 
tuple strength in 5 highly touted, generally ac- 
claimed films, each with their own devoted fol- 
lowing. 

L()VE AT FIRST BITE was a complete parody 
of the genre in the OLD DRACULA mold, featur- 
ing George Hamilton as a tired, lovesick & ana- 
chronistic Count in New York, led thru a series of 
situation-comedy gags & romantic encounters 
with Susan Saint-James, directed in appropriate 
hardsell TV-commercial fashion. Adopting a mock 
Hungarian accent in homage to Bela Lugosi, 
Hamilton played the whole thing for fun & games. 

draculangella 

But the greatest vampire film of the 1970s was 
decidedly John Badham’s exquisitely stylized & 
stunningly operatic version of DRACULA, with 
Frank Langella essaying the title role— the most 
subtle, complex, hypnotic & intensely dramatic & 
romantic vampire ever seen on the screen. Es- 
chewing the bold theatricality of Lugosi and the 
quiet dignity of Lee, LangeUa was a true original 
with his quivering eyes, commanding voice & 
presence and extremely forceful delivery. Not 
since Carl Dreyer’s 1932 film VAMPYR has the 
genre been treated with as much impeccable 
freshness, artistry, talent & respect as Badham’s 
version for Universal Studios— a richly satisfying 
fihnaking feast aU too rare in any genre. 
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As Lee began to decay about a decade ago in DRACULA A.D. 1972. 


nosferatu & nalder 

Werner Herzog’s arty & mannered remake of 
F.W. Murnau's silent classic, NOSFERATU, 
found its defenders who called it scary & unique 
but there was more beauty & poetry when it was 
made in 1922. Klaus Kinski walked thru in dead- 
pan, somnambuhst fashion, with rat fangs, bald 
head & pasty face in a clone of the Max Schreck 
original makeup concept. 

A more successful try at a ghoulish vampire was 
in the very lengthy telefilm SALEM'S LOT, close- 
ly adapted from Stephen King’s novel, with Reg- 
gie Nalder definitely frightening in the monster 
role. It was mainly notable for some startling & 
original horror scenes later on, directed.by Tobe 
Hooper, who previously made THE TEXAS 
CHAINSAW MASSACRE & EATEN ALIVE. 
(Currently FUNHOUSE.) 

Lastly, an even longer version of DRACULA 
was made in England using videotape & film, with 
a good Louis Jourdan in the main role. There were 
moments of real chills & suspense but insufficient 
exploration of the title character and the culture- 
tainted production dominated this PBS presen- 
tation. 

As for the future, maybe a film of the book “In- 
terview with a Vampire” and a likely sequel to 
LOVE AT FIRST BITE. But the question of 
Dracula in the 1980s is wide open for the time be- 
ing and all we can do is hope for the BATS. 



in ANDY WARHOL’S DRACULA. 




PLAWT 


He’s the Galactic Good 
Guy who keeps an eye 
on THE HALLOWEEN 
PLANET. He’s 
Kirk Alyn. 


W OLFMAN. 

The Cyclops. 

Frankenstein. 

Count &. Countess Dracula. 

Plus a mess of ghouls, a mass of dinosaurs, a 
motley group of aliens and— 

One & Too. 

What's a One & Too? 

A twin-headed dragon! 


watch out 

These assorted beasties & things have 
gathered from the 5 corners of the galaxy (who 
said a galaxy has to have 4 corners?) for the 
greatest Halloween party of all time. (And space.) 

Two human children, running away (or rather 
rocketing away) from home in a homemade space- 
ship, find themselves inexplicably drawn to a 
mysterious fog-enshrouded planet. 

The Halloween planet. 

The reason their rocket is guided there is that a 
Supreme Alien Benefactor figures they'd have a 
good time there. 

The cosmic good guy is known as the Watcher. 

And the Watcher is portrayed by none other 
than our old friend from the serial days, the star 
of stage, screen & telephone booth— Superman 
himself! 

Kirk Alyn! 

the creepy cast 

The interstellar neck-biter is played by John 
Siracuse. 

Count Dracula's consort, the Lady Dracula, is 
portrayed by Joy Galli. 
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It*8 hard to tell party crashers from the invited ^ests at the star-smashers’ Halloween ball. 


Beneath the bushy hair & bristly beard of Wolf- 
man is Dennis Underwood. 

Keeping an eye on you (and that’s singularly 
true) is Carl Carver as the Cyclops. 

Lord Hawkind is Robin Shurtz. 

Marsyas: Denise West. 

And Zebulon— Wayne Neverka. 


effsctiv* fx crew 

Fresh from his success on THE HOWLING & 
CAVEMAN is Ernie D. Farino, who brings the 
dinosaurs to “life” with his stop-motion anima- 
tion. 

Ed Edmons is credited with creating the cast of 
aliens 

Chief model designer & builder: Stephan San- 
tangelo. , , o i.- 

Special makeup by Ricardo Gonzoles & his 
crew. (Producer Fred Olen Ray, who wrote the ori- 
ginal teleplay, says of the “buffet table” se- 
quence: “I think FM readers will eat it up!”), 
Olen’s previous credits include BLACK SUN- 
DAY, SHOCK WAVES and THE ALIEN DEAD 
(with Buster “Flash Gordon” Crabbe). 

The Halloween Planet is a made-for-tv movie of 
a half hour duration. A Firebird International 
picture in association with Viking Films. Pix ac- 
companying this article are by Jeff Pierce. 

Like the Cyclops, keep an eye on your terrorvi- 
sion guide for a playdate on The Halloween 
Planet. 




S HOCKING NEWS! 

THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW rocks 
again! 

And it's not. called THE STONED HORROR 
SHOW or HOORAY FOR HORRORWOOD or 
ROCKY TOO or SON & DAUGHTER OF THE 
ROCKY HORROR SHOW. No. 

Its title is SHOCK TREATMENT. 

“Notasequel. . . not a prequel . . .it’s an equal,” 
declares John Goldstone, producer. 

He continues: 

“SHOCK TREATMENT is a cartoon world 
[but with live actors] about television and how it 
influences the everyday lives of everyone who 
watches.” 

episode 2 

“SHOCK TREATMENT is a further episode in 
the continuing saga of Brad & Janet Majors, the 
innocent young couple that wanders into a TVan- 
sylvanian. convention that is quite unconven- 
tional (to say the least).” (To say- the most might 
turn the producer into a ghost.) 

Brad & Janet are now portrayed by Cliff De 
Young & Jessica Harper (formerly Barry Bost- 
wick & Susan Sarandon) and unfortunately the < * 

“perfect couple” is not perfect any longer. 

Into each life some pain must fall. 

But Spring, Summer & Winter as well as Fall? 


24 




You were so crazy about THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW you turned it into a Cult Classic. (Students: What 
would you caU ROSEMARY’S BABY &> THE EXORCIST? Either an Occult Classic or an Odd Couple!) 


amazing maze 

To solve their martial marital problems, the 


perturbed pair appear as contestants on Mar- 
riage Maze, a popular TV show hosted by Bert 
Schnick (Barry Humphries), But rather than 
solving their problems, their participation only 
aggravates them, for it develops that the 
station’s all-powerful sponsor, Farley Flavors 
(also played by Chff De Young), fancies the favors 
of Janet. 

For very strange reasons of his own, F arley has 
Brad removed from the scene. He fixes the show 
so as to get Brad committed to the town’s “funny 
farm,” the looney-bin known as the Dentonville 
Rest Home, managed by Cosmo & Nation Mc- 
Kinley (Richard O’Brien & Patricia Quinn), a pair 
of incredible shrinking shrinks who are more 
looney tunes than any of their impatient pa- 
tients. 

Thru Farley Flavors’ Machiavellian plotting, 
Janet Majors skyrockets to Super Star Status. 

weird world 

In the first film Janet was loyal to Brad but at 
the same time tempted to open Pandora’s Box— 
that is, to explore the bizzare world of TYansyl- 
vanian transplants that they had stumbled upon. 
Similarly, in SHOCK TREATMENT she is still 
faithful to her spouse but at the same time is at- 


We’re as anxious as you to see what’s going on in this 
scene. 
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tracted to the unreal world of television and all 
the odd things that the odd people are doing. 

Author/composer Richard O’Brien returns as 
an actor in SHOCK TREATMENT. In the origi- 
nal he portrayed the hunchbacked handyman of 
IVansylvania who hailed from the alien planet 
and wanted his hunch back, come hail or high 
water. 

“I had a childhood fascination,” O’Brien con- 
fesses, “with trashy horror movies, which is what 
inspired me to write THE ROCKY HORROR 
SHOW, first for the stage and then the screen.” 

In SHOCK TREATMENT he’s Cosmo McKin- 
ley, the nutty nuthouse keeper, a phoney “who 
just because he has a ‘doctor’ in front of his name 
believes he can cure people. 

‘Actually, he couldn’t cure a ham! 

"He's ihe one in need of curing!” 

quinntessence of clean 

Magenta is back but this time she’s known as 
Nation McKinley. Patricia Quinn, who plays her, 
explains her new character: 

“On the outside she’s all terribly prim & proper 
—Ms. Clean of the 80s. 

“But inside— she's as evil as a Lugosi villain, as 
mad as a Lorre maniac, as devious as a Price char- 
acter, as Luciferian as Lee playing Fu Manchu.” 

In other words, like the marine sergeant who 
was a martinet, she’s rotten to the corps. 

Pronounced “core." 

(But what a difference an “e" makes: eek — 
corpse!) 

reunited they stand 

Also reunited with O'Brien are ROCKY HOR- 
ROR troupers Nell Campbell, Jeremy Newson & 
Charles Gray. 

Gray, a distinguished British character actor, 
as the criminologist in TRHPS created a whole 
new following for himself. In SHOCK TREAT- 
MENT he portrays an egghead, Judge Oliver. 
Asked what he thinks of the Rocky Horror Phe- 
nomenon, he laffs, “It’s quite a shock! The Presi- 
dent of the Rocky Horror Fan Club has the coat I 
wore in the picture and lends it out on special oc- 
casions. It’s sort of a relic. 

“Like I am,” he adds with a twinkle in his eye. 

shocky horror 

Since 1977 there have never been fewer than 
200 prints of ROCKY HORROR in circulation 
and the film is still playing midnite matinees in 
many of the same theaters where it first opened 3 , 

4 & 5 years ago. 

Rocky Horror fans Nicole Nocotra & Joseph 
Zwart met at a screening in the film’s 4th year, 
she attired as Frank-N-Furter, he as Riff Raff. It 
was Love at First Fright and they were married 
June 20th this year at ceremonies performed just 
before the midnight show. 

Will SHOCK TREATMENT generate another 
generation of Shocky Horror Fanatics? 


END 


HVSirn PHOTO 


■■■■■■■■ 



AW iry again. 

Raymond Massoy In ARSENIC & OLD 
LACE? 


You'll hove to do better than that. 

We'll give you a clue and you 
shouldn't have to be a detective to 
figure It out: 

KID CRY CAT 

If It takes you more than 10 
seconds to decipher the name of the 
movie about a famous comicstrip 
detective, you'll hove to disqualify 
yourselfl 





MYSnitY PHOTO No.135 

In issue (P177 the missing link who ran down A SALTED 
STREET was the hero of ALTERED STATES. Filmonster fans 
who correctly identified that Mystery Photo and other re- 
cent ones Include RAY BOYCE JR., KEN GILBERT, GREGORY 
GILLESPIE JR., STEVEN BAIA, KIM LENTZ, JON STONE JR., 
GIL BARRETTA. FRANCISCO GONZALEZ, ROBERT DIPETRAN- 
TONIO, ELMER HAINES, BLAIN COVERT, DAVID S. NOR- 
THROP, CHRIS ELLEN STEVENSON, JEFF LADD, NOELL REED 
JR TIM & DAVE DUDDY, GEORGE DASHER, ROBERT DEMASI, 
MARK BOSCO, LARRY BARTLETT, PETER MOTLEY, CATHY 
McMANUS, JIM McMANUS. BRIAN BATSON, TONY "HAN 
SOLO" BERG, NOLAN HATCHER, DON LUZUSKY, MILTON 
CASSIDY, ELISE TONNESEN, JIMMY MENS, ROBBIE 
MCDONALD, PAT PARK, MIRANDA BRADBURY. SCOTT 
WYLES, SCOTT WILMARTH. TODD RYAN, EMILIO & JOSEPH 
DiGIACINTO, JAY (DARTH) HEDBLADE. BARRY GIBSON, 
CHRIS TOWERS, "MELONHEAD”, BULMARO MARTINEZ & 
KURT RUED. 
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groanin' big uuith Cronenberg 


S ILENT as a tomb is the half-filled auditori- 
um, The audience’s rapt attention is focused 
onstage, where 2 men sit side by side at a ta- 
ble, their foreheads furrowed in incredible concen- 
tration. 

One stares straight ahead. 

The other’s eyes are tightly, almost painfully 
squeezed shut. 

He of the closed eyes starts to squirm. 

To sweat. 

To shake. 

He’s quivering now like a bag of jelly babies. 
And suddenly, like a bursting water balloon, his 
head EXPLODES'. 

. . . And we’re a few minutes into SCANNERS. 
The sci-fi shocker that knocked FJ A off his rocker 
and the latest in a series of horror films (THEY 
CAME FROM WITHIN, RABID, THE BROOD) 
which have gained a steadily increasing audience 
of both genre fans & motion picture professionals 
for DAVID CRONENBERG. 

in the beginning . . . 

As a youngster, Cronenberg had an active inter- 
est in moviegoing but no special inchnation to en- 
ter the field professionally. “Actually,” he recalls, 
“I always thought of myself as a potential novel- 
ist; at 10, I’d already completed by first attempt at 
a novel.” 

He continues, “It never occurred to me that I 
could make a movie myself until I was 25.” He was 
in college at the time, pursuing his interest in liter- 
ature, when he viewed a student-produced film. 
“It was an incredible revelation to me: I was 
stunned by the realization that here was some- 


thing that looked, walked & talked like a real 
movie yet the actors in it were my friends. I really 
wanted to know how it was done.” 

He began his informal film education by hang- 
ing out at camera rental shops, learning the tech- 
nical end of filmaking from store customers. Soon 
after, he made his first 2 films: TRANSFER & 
FROM THE DRAIN, both in 16mm. He followed 
those with 2 longer 35mm films, both with distinct 
horror overtones, called STEREO & CRIMES OF 
THE FUTURE. While these have never been dis- 
tributed in the United States, they have been 
widely viewed on the underground film circuits of 
England & Canada. In fact, a print of STEREO 
has been purchased by the Museum of Modern 
Art for its permanent film collection. 

filmography 

Cronenberg’s first commercial release, 
SHIVERS (known in the U.S. as THEY CAME 
FROM WITHIN), was an ultra-low budget horror 
tale of a germ that runs rampant thru a highrise 
apartment building, forcing those who become in- 
fected to stalk the halls in search of new victims. 
He recalls the experience of filming SHIVERS: “I 
would never want to make another movie in 15 
days, the way I made SHIVERS. But it’s like bap- 
tism by fire: once you ’ ve done it, you know you can 
take anything. You have to learn to think awfully 
fast, and it’s good to go thru that. I think it’s 
possible to have too much time, too much budget; 
you can lose energy & the momentum of the film. 
Anyway, no matter how much money you have, 
there will always be something you can’t do exact- 
ly the way you’d like to do it.” 
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There is no truth to the rumor that this man blowing his top is from TOPPER TAKES A TRIP. No, it is from 
David Conenberg's brain-burster, SCANNERS. 


SHIVERS was followed by RABID, another 
horror tale that starred Marilyn Chambers as an 
accident victim who undergoes experimental re- 
constructive surgery and comes out as a kind of 
vampire. 

FAST COMPANY came next, and is Cronen- 
berg’s only departure to date from the horror 
genre. He took on the project because, as he ad- 
mits, “ I was waiting for my next movie to take off. 
Plus, I was broke, and anyway, I love cars! ” That 
next project turned out to be THE BROOD, 
wherein a woman's inner turmoils are manifested 
physically in the form of midget monsters. His 
newest releasee, SCANNERS, is about a group of 
telepaths with the power to quite hterally blow 
men's minds. 

the haunt of horror 

Why the overwhelming fascination with hor- 
ror? Cronenberg answers, "I know a lot of people 
have made low-budget horror films in order to es- 
tablish themselves but for me it's not a calculated 
thing. It’s the way my imagination works. I like to 
invent things: organs, people, creatures, sciences. 



If this man steps in a tub it'll be a real blood bath. 
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psychologies. I like to say to the audience, ‘You're 
not going to want to heheve this but by the time 
the movie is over you’re going to believe this is for 
real.’ I enjoy that.” 

He is also aware of & respectful of the unique 
qualities of the horror gem-e. “It has a certain 
power of its own, ’ ’ he claims. ‘ ‘ People go into a hor- 
ror film they’ve heard is frightening and it immed- 
iately sets them up. When I saw HALLOWEEN it 
was already quite famous. Everybody in the audi- 
ence knew that this was a scary movie. This music 
comes on and before you’re even into the first 
frame, people are ready to go thru the roof! ” 

writing's exciting 

Cronenberg writes aU the horror films he directs 
and would have it no other way. “I think it’s more 
than half the creative act of making a film,” he 



“I’ve heard of hot-heads but this is ridiculous!” Mi- 
chael Ironside to scanner who’s blowing his top like a 
4th of July firework. 


states. “Directors who don’t write their own 
scripts are, to me, incomplete filmakers. It’s un- 
thinkable to me that people talk about someone 
like Stanley Kubrick as being this amazing gen- 
ius, when Kubrick has admitted he can’t sit down 
at a typewriter and come up with one original line 
or character; that’s a total mystery to him. To me 
that means he’s half a filmaker, no matter how 
good he may be otherwise.” 

Writing is a special pleasure to Cronenberg. 

It’s exciting to me to sit down at a typewriter and 
not think budget, censorship or what is physically 
possible to do and instead just think about what 
I ’d like to see onscreen. A person who only directs 
other people’s scripts has never had that moment 
of exhilaration when it aU starts coming out.” As 
for ideas, Cronenberg notes, “I have more movies 
in my head now than I could ever physically sit 
down and write!” 


buckets of blood 

When he’s writing a scene that calls for blood, 
Cronenberg doesn’t spare the guts. It might be a 
man whose stomach has been eaten away by slug- 
like parasites in SHIVERS or a shopping mall 
Santo being blown off his throne by machinegun 
fire in RABID. Some folks say that what isn’t 
shown is scarier than whatever a special effects 
genius can create. Cronenberg doesn’t go along 
with that. “I say my imagination is more devel- 
oped than my audience’s; I’m coming up with 
tfungs they wouldn’t imagine. It depends on the 
general tone of the film. In some films, one in- 
stance of extreme gore is so out of place. But my 
feeling about horror films in general is that they 
are films of confrontation. They’re confrontations 
with the audience’s worst nightmares, their most 
primal fears. To that extent they’re saying, ‘You 
HAVE to look at this; you have to face it.’ ” 

blood ys. brains 

Horror films enjoyed quite a renaissance in 
1980; for several months it seemed as tho there 
were new ones hitting the doublebill theaters 
weekly. But Cronenberg sees his horror films as 
different from the rest. “I think that my films are 
basically more intelligent, more verbally articu- 
late. I think a lot of the filmakers these days are 
still going very much on their visual sense and on 
visceral appeal; their stuff works pretty well on a 
gut level. But alot of their movies are basically 
stupid; they’re dumb in the sense that their char- 
acters are not intelligent. 

‘Tn DRESSED TO KILL, for instance, Michael 
Cmne played a psychiatrist. But everything he 
said was an adolescent, comicbook version of what 
a psychiatrist would say; it never rang true. When 
I cast Oliver Reed as a psychiatrist in THE 
BROOD, I believe my dialog for him was artic- 
ulate, inteUigent & real. I don’t see that in other 
people’s horror films; I don’t see that in many 
films of any kind, in fact.” 

Cronenberg is not one to underestimate his aud- 
ience’s intelligence. “I would never want to,” he 
says. “If you feel you have to cut off a certain part 
of your brain when you make movies because you 
don ’t feel that a certain part of your audience is go- 
ing to respond to it, then you become a hack. I’d 
hate myself if I wrote a fine and crossed it out, 
thinking it was too intelligent for my audience. I 
strive for clarity but that doesn’t have to mean 
simplicity.” 

the Canadian connection 

All of Cronenberg’s movies to date have been 
shot in Canada. “At one time,” he recalls, “I 
thought making a film in Canada seemed as alien 
as making a car yourself.” Now he sees things dif- 
ferently. “I think of myself as an international 
filmaker. To that degree. I’m playing the same 
game as anyone in the business, so I don’t have to 
be physically making films in the U.S. to be recog- 
nized as a filmaker. I ’d have no hesitation about re- 


30 





ronenberg might be contemplating making a Frankenstein movie. If so. we wonder if his 
of the Creature would resemble any of these? (Cortlandt Mull or Chaney Jr.) 


locating. I'm a moviemaker: if I have to come to 
the states to do it, I'll do it." 

He might be less interested in relocating, tho, if 
it meant having to work with a maj or studio. " I 've 
heard a lot of REAL horror stories," he recalls, 
"about how a film can get lost in a big organiza- 
tion. 1 1 could be decided that it's not worth $4 mil- 
lion to distribute your film so it j ust sits on a shelf . 
This sort of thing has never really happened to me. 
I 've never had to fight someone to do what I want- 
ed to do. I've been doing what 1 like and the pro- 
ducers here have thought it was good. That's 
something 1 value highly. " 

He continues, “When 1 hear about directors 
who are forbidden to come to the sound mix or are 
thrown out of the editing room, it seems like the 
worst kind of anguish. I just can't imagine having 
other people cutting my film after I've sweated 
over it; to me, that's even worse than not having 
written the film. You can't really say you've direct- 
ed the film if you weren't involved with the edit- 
ing-" 

Cronenberg s insistence on creative control over 
his films has resulted in a group of movies that has 
amassed a growing legion of fans. Both John Car- 
penler & horror novelist Stephen King have 


heaped praise on Cronenberg's works, which has 
not gone unnoticed by the director. “It makes me 
feel great; it makes me say, 'Well, thank God— 
maybe it's not a lost cause after all.' " 

things to come 

Moviegoers needn't fear that this sort of fame 
will result in Cronenberg's leaving horror behind. 
“1 have, in fact, been offered comedies & lighter 
material by producers in Canada," he reveals. "I 
appreciate that people consider me for things 
other than horror, because I hope my career is long 
enough to give me the chance to try all kinds of 
things. 

“But at the moment if I 'm going to continue do- 
ing my own scripts it will more than likely be SF or 
horror." Indeed, Cronenberg's next project is to 
write 3 short horror stories that will be combined 
into one movie, with segments directed by Car- 
penter, Walter Hill & Cronenberg himself. And 
tickling his fancy is the notion to update once 
again the film legend of the Frankenstein myth. 

For David Cronenberg, a director very much in 
control of his film destiny, the future looks fright- 
filled— and that's good news for horror film fans 
everywhere. 


FABULOUS RECORD ALBUMS 






PAPERBACK BOOK CASES! 


MOVIE PROJECTOR! 








COMIC BOOK: Limited supply of 
this rare comedy record! It's a- 
Rock-Super-Hero Suite, suited for 
the straight jacket set! #2337— S5.98 


GODZILLA: Now you can be thrill- 
ed by the exploits of Godzilla! Two 
exciting adventures', “Amphlbton" and 
“Alien Invasion"! #2388— SZ98 


POE WITH PIPES: John Carradine 
narrates the master of terror on the 
written page, Edgar Allan Poe with 
an organ foroaickground! #2382— SA98 


LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE: Original 
radio broadcasts of “The Oyster Div- 
ing” episode arid the “Black Jacket” 
episode! Order today! #2327— S6.9S 


DICK TRACY: An actual old-time 
radio broadcast of the celebrated 
case of the Firebug murders with 
Villain HoHoot! #2332— Sa95 


GREAT MOMENTS IN RADIO: Ori- 
inal broadcasts of Qangbusters, 
erry & the Pirates, Bing Crosby & 
more radio classics! #2340— S3.98 


CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT: Two full ra- 
dio adventures from 1948 plus old 
breakfast drink commercials! Radio 
classics at its best! #2331— S6.95 


SUPERMAN: The complete story, 
from Krypton to the Daily Planet! 
Hear him whoosh through tne air and 
fight evil! #2328— $6.95 


BUCK ROGERS: Original radio 
broadcast of Buck & his gal Wilma 
in the 25th Century as they fight 
agalnstevll villains! #2329— S6S5 


MALTESE FALCON: It was a jinx- 
ed statuette that brought death & 
riches! Humphrey Bogart is Sam 
S^de! Superradio! m34— $6.95 


GREAT MOMENTS IN RADIO 


SOUNDS TO MAKE YOU SHIVER: 
It's all here! Howling wind, rattl- 
Ir^ chains, maniacal laughter & more! 
Great fun for parties! #2341— $3.25 


Your favorite paper- 
back books deserve a 

f ood, dirt free, home, 
eep them In these 
handsome cases with 
padded leatherette 
coverings, embossed In 
gold leal. Choice of 
4 colors: black, brown, 

S reen or red. Tilted 
ack shelves prevent 
book fall out Abo, goM 
foil lor your name. 


STORE 15 BOOKS 
ATTRACTIVELY! 



STORESAPP. 15 BOOKS STORESAPP.11 BOOKS 
13%”H, 8”D, 4V«”W 8"D, 4-V*”W 

#2680— $6.75 ea. #2681 -^$7.2000. 
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FOR REG. 8 & SUPER 8 MOVIES 



Compare this fine unit with 
others costing much more, 
and you wili find that this 
projector is weli worth buying! 
The full size is 9" x 5" x 10 " 
and comes in a rugged metal 
housing • Blower cooled and 
handles 200 feet reels. Easy 
threading! Rapid motor re- 
wind. Vertical tilt device. Man- 
ual framer. 200 foot take up 
reel. 150 Watt lamp. Easy to 
clean. Have hours of fun with 
this big, beautiful movie pro- 
jector! #26010— $55.95 


To order any of these items, pleaee see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 








when rabby-oh meets 
jewely-eight its 

HERRTBEEPS 


, .U.R. 

, 3 magic letters meaning: 
li?ossum's £/niversal -Ro- 


bots. 

The play that, in the 20s, 
started it all. That eventually 
led to: 

Robby the Robot 
Gort 

Creation of the Humanoids 
and of course C-3PO & his 
"mother," Maria, the magnifi- 
cent METROPOLIS Robotrix 
(otherwi.se known as Ultima Fu- 
tura Automaton). 

Not to overlook the androids 
of WESTWORLD & FUTURE- 
WORLU. 


have a heart 

In previous pictures robots 
have been usually depicted as 
heartless creations. 

Soulless. 

Even Frankensleinian. 

There come to mind the metal- 
lic monsters of: 

ROBO'r MONSTER 
TARGET-EARTH! 

THE COLOSSUS OF 
NEW YORK 

And all those serials! 

THE PHANTOM EMPIRE 
THE UNDERSEA KINGDOM 

THE PHANTOM CREEPS 

But now something new has 
been added: 

A ro-boy & a ro-girl with 
hearts! 

Not, perhaps, since THE 
PERFECT WOMAN (British, 
19501 such a picture. HEART- 



If these lovers suffer adversities it will truly test their metal. 
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more dangerous than 
a lyeanthrope 

WOLFEN! 


"'Something out there is eating people . . . 
"Eating them alive. 

"A predator. 

"One with 2 feet. 

"—■And a warped brain." 

—A Morgue Technician 
***** 

An Indian: 

"The hunters went after them like they were 
Satan himself They slaughtered millions. But 
the smartest ones escaped. They went under- 
ground. They wentinto thenew wilderness— your 
cities. In their eyes, you are the savage." 

P eople are disappearing in New York 
City. 

Morses are filling up with bits & pieces 
of bloody bodies. 

Mayhem is rampant. Victims of savage mur- 
ders are bathing the city with their blood. 
Throats are not slashed as by a mad knifer, they 
are ripped out as by a Hteral Jack the Ripper. 


Limbs are not torn from their sockets, they are 
severed— and devoured. 

An epidemic of crazed cannibals? 

No one knows. 

danger in the dark 

In the midnight black, in the deepest recesses 
of the city, something lurks— alien creatures of 
extraordinary intelligence. 

Their hearing is 10 times more acute than a hu- 
man 's. 

Their infrared vision can pierce the night and 
turn it to day. 

Emotions on human faces can be traced by 
their heat patterns. 

These things, whatever they may be, kill peo- 
ple. But not senselessly, not without reason. 
They kill for a reason but not a human one. A feral 
reason, one that only another animal would un- 
derstand. 

Especially a wolf. 
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We’d say this was the head of the police dept, but that 

.... . |g no 


A bodyguard regards in anguish the stump of his 
hand. 


would be too gross a joke. Anyway, WOLFEN 
comedy! 


the cunning of the beast 

20th century psychology & modern police tech- 
nology join forces and their research is pitted 
against the instinctual cunning & intelligence of 
a 4-footed aUen whose ecological niche has been 
usurped by the hated bipeds. 

WOLFEN confronts audiences with a mystify- 
ing vision of a frightened metropolis in the grip of 
an unprecedented menace. 

imaginative director 

Using the novel as a point of departure, Michael 
Wadleigh, together with writer David Eyre, fash- 
ioned a screenplay reflecting the director’s vision 
of the picture. This includes some startlingly 
unique, extensive footage from the viewpoint of 
the Wolfen. 

“The Wolfen are a threat to the characters in 
the film,” Wadleigh told PM, “but they are also 
threatened by modern day society & technology. 
Their auditory, ocular & olfactory senses are ac- 
cutely developed, infinitely more sensitive— to a 
power of 10— than ours. To visualize that superi- 
ority I felt a considerable amount of footage had 
to be shot from the creatures’ viewpoint. It took 
some of the most sophisticated camera equip- 
ment available today to pull it off.” 

You’ll see some “impossible” shots. 

And, if Michael Wadleigh has his way, he’ll top 
it with a classic of beings more than human, the 
race after man, the epic of . . . SLAN. 




THE VAMPIRE FILM 



FACTS! PHOTOS! 
FILMOGRAPHY! 


This SV 2 "xIO" book contains pages 
of facts concerning the vampire In leg- 
end, literature and film. An internation- 
al, complete sun^ of films with spec- 
ial sections on the male and female 
vampire. Over 150 photos and posters 
refwoduced from vampire films. Films 
from ail over the world are in this 
book. You’ll be fascinated! A must fcM- 
vampirefans! #21205f$1i00 


FITE COLOSSAL MONSTER OAHES! 



A »2.50 FIASCO! 

lUow you can own all five of the excit- 
ing Warren Monster Madness games! 
Find the monstrous lycanthrope in 
WEREWOLF! Amass an army of fiend- 
ish beasties in the MONSTER 
MATCH! Run from hideous horrors in 
the MONSTER’S CASTLE! Become a 
misshapen horror in the CREEPY 
CRAWLEY CASTLE! And duel mys- 
terious menaces in Vampirella's en- 
thralling game of CAPTURE! All five 
games come complete with tokens, 
instructions, spinners and playing 
surfaces. Big games. Thrill-packed 
fun for the entire family designed by 
Warren’s own Bill DuBay. Order set of 
five games now. Only $2.50— #2661 




NEW BUCK ROGERS MUG 



NOW YOU CAN 
HAVE ALL THE 
BUCK ROGERS 
CHARACTERS 
WITH YOU AT 
EVERY MEAL! 

Big, durable, 10 oz. plastic mug 
in brilliant, bold colors of your 
favorite characters from the ex- 
citing Buck Rogers TV series! 
Princess Ardala, Killer Kane. TwI- 
ki, Buck & more! 1126278— S1 .39 
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READERS OF THE LOST ARK. you've 
seen the picture (how m^y times?), 
you’ve probably read the pocketbook 
and have eagerly devoured oU our fea- 
tures about it. And still you demand 
more! So: we’ve created this Photo Me- 
- mory Album for you! Ei^oy! 



One of the hi-lites of the film revolves around Indy 
Jones' Independence in this Revolver Shot. 
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Indy heard about Arabian Knights but he didn’t know 
Arabian Days could be fraught with such Danger! 


0 



Wc’ll bet these 2 fotos bring back memories to you of a roar of laughter from the audience when the Badnik 
in Black planned to attack Indy with his Super Scimitar and Indy just went. “Aw. shucks!” and took out his 

pistol and plugged him! 



In the Cause of the Ark, Indy isn't afraid to get his feet wet 
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The lastime we showed you a foto of this Very Happy Fella we called him George Lucas. Just testing. Of 
course, as many of our eagle-eyed readers pointed out, ‘tis STEVEN SPIELBERG. (By the way, readers: the 

eagles would like their eyes back.) 


The Nazi nogoodnik who reminded many filmgoers of After so many close shaves, how come Indy Jones still 

the late Peter Lorre in his heyday of villainy. has such a ragged beard? If you find out, let us Noah. 





MAN OF 
MAYHEM 


Richard Matheson; 
conjuror of things uncanny 


by Kaiidy PhImi. i 


V ampires, ghosts, haunted houses & sorici 
ers; robots, spaceships, fanatical fiends K 
killers; A HOUSE with an USHER, a f^l 'l 
with a PENDULUM! A very diverse collection of 
things & beings uncanny, wouldn't you say'.' Yet 
they all have one thing in common: 

They have all been schemed, plotted & written 
about by RICHARD MATHESON, the man 
whose novel novel became the genesis of Univer- 
sal's 1957 sci-fi classic THE INCREDIIILK 
SHRINKING MAN. You've also seen other 
memorable titles based on this popular author's 
work, including: 

The Night Stalker (Barry Atwater). 

The Omega Man (Charlton Heston) 

Master of the World (Vincent Price), “ 

And several Twilight Zone & Star 'Dvk epi 
sodes too! 

it's alive! 

Richard Matheson was born on* 20 February 
1926. He fought in World War 2 in Franco & Gor 
many and began writing stories of fantasy & hoi 
ror soon afterward. His first published story. 
“Born of Man & Woman." saw print in 1949 in 
The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction 
Within 7 years Matheson l)ogan writing for llu 


Il'dI K >11 pu l III < I ■-( II 

V\ h( h his tanitnis niAi-l / fn- Sfirinking Man 
was picked up b> UniNcisal I’lcturos, Matheson 
told I ho siiulid o.xroul ivos he was to write the 
scrodiiplav nn (mo else was td lay a claw on it; 
dl hoi wiso I )n‘y could forget buying the rights to 
his l)()dk 1’his bold move paid off. Universal 
agri'od I o i ho ( orins and Matheson .sat down and 
began work on the script. 

TIH l\('liFI)IBI.K.SllltlNKlNUMANtells 
iln“ stdi\ dl Sciiii Caroy KbanU Williams), the 
mail w'ho.M' bodily luiici ions go haywire (due to an 
d\ot(ldS( (it radiaiiiin) and cause him to begin 
sliimkiin imhliN in< h w it ii (>ach passing day. His 
Wd.ld b( 'diiH" .1 living hell as he fights for his 
iii'lii (oliM'liv bat i ling spiders, radiator leaks & 
hdii -i hold (ats ordinal y. overydav things that 
\ dll .11 I doni think t wice about but which be- 
( diiio null I ei v dl liiv X di*alh for Scott Carey. 

I'lnvMsuls niBLF SHRINKING 

\1 \\ idinplmu nis Malheson's brilliant script 
w II h II liighiv [>nlis)ied special effects & tight di- 
loi iuiiibv ,).n k Niiidhii I'he writer developed a 
seipicl tdi Univeisal just aftei the film was re- 
U ,1^0(1 rolled 'I MF FAN I’ASTK' LITTLE GIRL 
w Id n III ( '.jiev ‘ w lie Idllows him lilt o the world of 
mil I ds( I ipi.j I l.iVM \ 1 I. [ Ik film was never made. 
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Robur the Conqueror’s mighty aircraft in MASTER OF THE WORLD, the remains of which may be seen in 
Grislyland (the basement of the Ackermuseum). 


tv or not tv 

After the success of SHRINKING MAN 
Matheson began writing for television— in partic- 
uiar, for the late Rod Serling’s fantasy series The 
Twilight Zone. His first story for the then-new 
series (the year was 1959) was “And When the 
Sky was Opened,” about 3 men who vanish with- 
out a trace after returning from humanity’s first 
spaceflight. Matheson’s 2d Twilight Zone stint 
was “Third from the Sun,” which appeared dur- 
ing the 1960 season. The late Barry Atwater, later 
to gain fame during the 1970s as the vampiric 
Night Stalker, was cast alongside Claude Akins 
in this terror tale involving a small town engulfed 
by a wave of hysteria when the local residents be- 
iieve a power failure has been caused by invaders 
from space. 

Rod Serling wrote the actual TV plays based on 
Matheson’s stories but before long the show 
would be using Matheson’s own teleplays. 

poe-pourri 

I960 saw the release of AIP’s first Edgar Allan 
Poe film, THE HOUSE OF USHER, scripted by 
Matheson. Matheson took some poe-tic hcense 
with Edgar’s original tale of the strange, melan- 
choly Usher family, but this first Poe picture is 





RAVEN. 
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The TV terror tale that brought Darren McGavin and 
the late Barry Atwater to overnight cult classic stat- 
ure in “The Nightstalker”. 


probably as close to Poe as Hollywood ever got. 
Produced by Roger Corman, THE HOUSE OF 
USHER became so successful at the box office 
that AIP quickly decided a whole series of Poe 
pix was in order. AIP secured Matheson’s com- 
mitment to script the 2d Poe adaptation. The 
final result was the ever-popular PIT & THE 
PENDULUM, released in 1962. 

Since Poe’s original story was so short and fea- 
tured only one main character, it was up to Rich- 
ard Matheson to “expand” the tale and puff it up 
to major motion picture proportions. Rather 
than confine himself to the literary claustropho- 
bia of the original tale Matheson decided to cre- 
ate an entirely new set of characters, locations & 
situations. Only the tale’s title & climactic tor- 
ture mechanism survived the transition from 
written word to visual image, tho the drama re- 
tains the gothic atmosphere of a Poe piece. (See 
FM 14 or the 1965 Yearbook for a PIT & THE 
PENDULUM filmbook.) 

more twilight terror 

F or Twilight Zone ’s 1960 season Matheson con- 
tributed no fewer than 4 original teleplays. “The 
Last Flight” concerned a British WWI aviator 
who inexplicably lands at a modern airbase still 
thinking the year is 1917. ‘ ‘A World of Difference ’ ’ 
told of the waking world of a normal businessman 
which suddenly & strangely becomes the setting 
for a film in which he has become a character. 

One of the most popular episodes was Mathe- 
son’s “A World All His Own” starring Keenan 
Wynn. In this one Wynn is a playwright who cre- 
ates amazingly true-to-life characters— so true- 
to-life, in fact, that he can make them appear in 
the room with him! 

Still another favorite was the author’s “Nick of 
Time” starring William Shatner. Shatner & his 
newlywed wife visit a diner which houses an eerie 
fortune-telUng machine that can predict future 
events with remarkable accuracy. Shatner be- 
comes obsessed by the supernatural properties of 
the device and refuses to leave the town until it 
can predict when it will be safe for him to do so. 

Matheson contributed only 2 episodes to the 
Twilight Zone series in 1961, as he spent more 
time writing new short stories & screenplays for 
American International Pictures. “The Invad- 
ers” was once again a popular TZ episode— albeit 
a strange one with virtually no dialog but a super- 
sock finale. “Once Upon a Time” was a light- 
hearted time-travel vehicle starring Buster 
Keaton. 

master of the word 

Meanwhile, the bucks were rolling in at show- 
ings of AIP’s PIT & THE PENDULUM, so hot 
upon its heels came M ASTE R OF THE WORLD, 
adapted by Matheson from the Jules Verne work 
of the same name. The author tossed in a bit of 
Verne’s Robur the Conqueror for good measure. 
The result was a Walt Disney-ish adventure-fan- 


“What place is this?” asks bewildered Basil Rathbone 
as he climbs from the confines of a coffin in A COM- 
EDY OF TERRORS. 


Once human beings, now a dread bacillus has turned 
them into creatures of the night with white hair & 
white eyes, unable to tolerate exposure to light. From 
the second adaptation of Matheson’s “I Am Legend”: 

THE OMEGA MAN. 


tasy starring Vincent Price, Henry Hull & 
Charles Bronson. 

Witchcraft, dimensional voids, demon-posses- 
sion, time-travel & other “Tales of Terror” flowed 
from Matheson’s pen and metamorphed into var- 
ious macabre movies & TV episodes during the 
whole of 1962. On Twilight Zone we saw his “Lit- 
tle Girl Lost” & “Young Man’s Fancy.” He also 
contributed his first teleplay to Boris Karloff’s 
Thriller television series: “The Return of Andrew 
Bentley.” 

Over in Britain AIP was financing a film to be 
called THE NIGHT OF THE EAGLE, scripted 
by Matheson & the late Charles Beaumont, who 
based their script on a novel by Fritz Leiber called 
Conjure Wife. This stunning black-&-white film, 
released in America as BURN, WITCH, BURN, 
starred Janet Blair as the sorceress who unwit- 
tingly places her husband in “juju-jeopardy.” 
AIP also released TALES OF TERROR, an an- 
thology of 3 Edgar Allan Poe stories given 
screenplay treatment by Matheson: Morelia, The 
Black Cat (also containing attributes of Poe's 
Cask of Amontillado) The Facts in the Case of 
M. Valdemar. Vincent Price & Peter Lorre 
starred. 

the return of tourneur 

The following year AIP released A COMEDY 
OF TERRORS which teamed Vincent Price, 
Peter Lorre, Boris Karloff & Basil Rathbone in a 
light-hearted “black comedy.” Jacques Tourneur, 
best remembered for his directorial expertise on 
the 1958 Columbia classic, CURSE OF THE 
DEMON, directed COMEDY OF TERRORS. In 
fact, it was Richard Matheson who convinced 
AIP to hire Tourneur, as he felt Tourneur was 
“the best director in his chosen field.” Karloff, 
Price & Lorre also appeared in another Matheson/ 
AIP concoction, THE RAVEN, that same year. 

Back at CBS-TV Matheson continued his 
scripting chores for Tunlight Zone with “Mute,” 
the tale of a telepathic child who must suffer to 
learn the ways of “normal” human beings. 
“Death Ship” gave eerie visions of a disastrous 
future for a select group of seamen. For the 
show’s final season (1963-64} Matheson wrote 
“Steel,” “Nightmare at 20,000 Feet,” “Night 
Call " & “Spur of the Moment.” 

vanishing act 

During this time Matheson wrote several other 
screenplays for proposed AIP projects that, un- 
fortunately, never materialized. Among these 
planned pictures were IMPLOSION (a futuristic 
society imprisons the Earth’s women for breed- 
ing purposes); SWEETHEARTS & HORRORS 
(another “black comedy” to have starred Karloff, 
Lorre, Price, Basil Rathbone & Tallulah Bank- 
head); and the much talked about but never 
filmed WHEN THE SLEEPER WAKES, based 
on the novel by HGWells. AIP did proceed with 
film production on Matheson's acclaimed sf 


t ROBUR THE CONQUEROR AND HIS amazing 
1 FLYING WARSHIP...DESTROYER OF THE ARMIES 


AND THE NAVIES OF THE W0RLD...THE FABULOUS 
^ ADVENTURES OF THE MAN WHO CONQUERED THE 



When Richard Matheson collaborated with Jules 
Verne, this was the result. 



Peter Wyngarde wonders if his wife's witchcraft 
really works in the cinemadaptation of Fritz Lei- 
ber’s classic novel “Conjure Wife”: BURN, WITCH, 
BURN (no relation to the classic novel by A. Merritt 
of the same name). 
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novel I Am Legend, which became known in the 
USA as THE LAST MAN ON EARTH (1964) 
staring Vincent Price. I Am Legend was remade 
in 1971 as THE OMEGA MAN starring Charlton 
Heston in the Price role. 

As the mid-60s rolled in the world of horror, fan- 
tasy took a beating. TV shows like The Tivilight 
Zone, Outer Limits, and the little-remem- 

bered Way Out were cancelled; AIP's Poe adapta- 
tions came to a standstill; the Hammer Co. made 
less gothic horror and concentrated on more di- 
versified products. 

So it was that, in 1965, Richard Matheson 
worked on just one motion picture screenplay: 
FANATIC, which became DIE! DIE! MY DAR- 
LING! for the US release by Columbia Pictures. 
The film starred Tallulah Bankhead as a crazed 
religious fanatic who gets her kicks by torturing 
her daughter-in-law, Stefanie Powers. Donald 
Sutherland also had a part in this Hammer film, 
adapted from a novel called Nightmare by Anne 
Blaisdell. 

Matheson contributed an interesting script to 
the Star Trek series in 1966, “The Enemy 
Within.” Therein Capt. Kirk is transformed into 2 
different persons— one meek & pleasant, the 
other violent & sadistic— by a transporter mal- 
function. 

hammer rides out 

Two years passed before Matheson again 
worked on a film. In 1968 he returned to the Ham- 
mer fold to transform Dennis Wheatley's novel 
The Devil Rides Out into a screamplay for the 
British company. The result was seen on Ameri- 
can shores as THE DEVIL’S BRIDE starring 
Christopher Lee and directed by that master of 
gothism, Terence Fisher. Fans applauded the pic- 
ture as a true “return to form" for Hammer, who 
had been making more mundane movies for the 
previous 2 years. 

Matheson then journeyed back to the AIP of- 
fices to write DE SADE, a toned-down “biogra- 
phy” of the infamous torture-monger, the Mar- 
quis de Sade. Keir (2001) Dullea starred in the big 
budget affair. 

After Warner Bros, lensed THE OMEGA 
MAN in 1971, Matheson returned to television 
with a script for Rod Serling’s new series. Nigh t 
Gallery. “Big Surprise,” a light-hearted shocker, 
was based on his own short story of the same 
name, which can be found in the paperback book 
Shock II. (Many of Matheson ’s books were re-re- 
leased during the latter part of 1979.) 

Matheson outdid himself on DUEL, his first 
made-for-TV movie. “Duel” had appeared as a 
short story in Playboy magazine and Matheson 
was called upon to fatten up his tale of a murder- 
ous truck driver in order for the idea to appear as 
a 90-minute telefilm. Steven Spielberg directed 
the til-' which garnered such high ratings that 
U'"ieJ ' marketed it overseas as a regular mo- 
re release. 


more grue in '72 

1972 saw Matheson concentrating whole-heart- 
edly on television, with scripts for Night Gallery 
(“The Funeral’’) and his 2d TV-movie, The Night 
Stalker, a modern-day tale of an infestation of 
vampirism in Las Vegas that spawned a whole 
TV series based on the adventures of the 
picture's hero. Ghost Story, a William Castle pro- 
duction, was the pilot for a projected TV series 
hosted by Sebastian Cabot. Matheson also wrote 
the TV sequel to his Night Stalker called The 
Night Strangler, which many feel is superior to 
the first film. Darren McGavin as Carl Kolchak 
pits his wits against a murderous alchemist liv- 
ing beneath the streets of Seattle. 

Dying Room Only was another 1973 TV-movie 
based on one of Matheson 's own short tales. 
1974's Scream of the Wolf (again a TV-movie) 
starred Peter Graves & Jo Ann Pflug on the prowl 
for a monster that is “not at all what it seems.” 
Also in '74 Matheson worked up the controversial 
Jack Palance version of Dracula, a CBS Friday 
Night TV-Movie Special directed by Dan Curtis. 

Meanwhile, one-time AIP president James H. 
Nicholson had left his 20-year-old company in the 
capable hands of Samuel Z. Arkof and ventured 
out to form a new independent company. Acade- 
my Pictures. Academy's first (and only) film was 
THE LEGEND OF HELL HOUSE, which 
Matheson scripted, adapting the screenplay 
from his own novel of shrieks, shocks & shudders, 
Hell House, first published in 1971. 

Rather than risk an “R” rating, Nicholson 
asked Matheson to tone down the script so that 
the picture could get a more liberal “PG" and 
thereby make more money. Consequently Mathe- 
son had to dilute the substance of his novel and 
the result seemed to many viewers somewhat 
bloodless. Nevertheless. THE LEGEND OF 
HELL HOUSE contains enough chills & frights 
to make for an entertaining excursion into eeri- 
ness! 

conglomerations of 
chills uncanny 

Back on the TV-tube Matheson closed off the 
1974 season with 2 other macabre movies. The 
Stranger Within, from ABC, combined elements 
of ROSEMARY'S BABY & THE EXORCIST 
with a science-fictional framework: Barbara 
Eden starred as a woman who gives birth to an 
extra-terrestrial child. While The Stranger With- 
in garnered adequate ratings, the really big 
Matheson effort for ABC that year was Trilogy of 
Terror, a 3-part anthology film that rivals the 
author’s previous TV classic Duel in sheer una- 
dulterated terror. 

Trilogy of Terror stars Karen Black in each of 
the 3 segments: “Millicent & Therese^ “The 
Likeness of Julie” & “Prey”— all based on origi- 
nal Matheson stories. Ms. Black played a dual 
role in “Millicent & Therese,” about 2 rival sisters 
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Now I lay me down to die. If I should wake before I cry. Tell FJA he’s a Foe-r Poe-t than I!-Morella. From a 
segment of FOE’S TALES OF TERROR. Inset, Morelia forgets to take her beauty sleep in TALES OF TER- 
ROR. Grave errorl 


whose schemes involve that most heinous of 
crimes— murder. “The Likeness of Julie" 
featured Karen as a succubus, a sort of female 
vampire that drains mens’ souls rather than their 
veins. 

prey for piece(s) 

“Prey” is the best of the 3 tales and the one that 
everybody speaks of when discussing the Trilogy 
of Terror ii\m. Karen Black purchases a “tiki-god” 
—a small wooden idol carved as a caricature of an 
ancient native warrior. By chance, Karen acciden- 
tally unleashes the idol’s power. The thing comes 
alive with the vicious soul of the warrior which 
has been imprisoned in wood for hundreds of 
years. The scenes of Karen huddled in a corner of 
her lonely apartment as the dark, barely-seen 
moving idol terrorizes her with a gleaming kitch- 
en knife (among other things), are truly horrify- 
ing to behold. 

His latest novel, What Dreams May Come, has 
been released in hardcover— a story of what lies 
beyond the realms of Death. 

Universal Studios produced his fantasy/love 
story SOMEWHERE IN TIME last year star- 
ring Christopher (SUPERMAN) Reeve, based on 
Matheson’s 1975 novel of “time-travel by mind,” 
Bid Time Return. Matheson scripted the film 
himself. Jane Seymour was luminous as the 
amour of Time Lost. 



END 



THE TBiROR CONTINUES! 


by Jeff de Feo 


J ACK O’LANTERN 
or 

Jack the Ripper? 

All HaUow’s Eve 1978. 

- From the screen we hear a haunting voice: 
Black Cats & Goblins 
And Broomsticks & Ghosts, 

Covens of Witches 
That Bother Their Hosts. 

You May Think They Scare Me— 

You 're Probably Right. 

Black Cats & Goblins 
On Halloween Night. 

TVick or TVeat! 

As the excited voices & shrill laughter of prank- 
ish children in spooky costumes echo thru the 
darkened streets & byways of the sleepy town of 
Haddonfield, a hideous slaughter is taking place. 

The malicious murder of his own sister by 
6-year-old Michael Myers. 

For 15 years Michael is confined in the Warren 
County Mental Hospital. And then, at 21, on Hal- 
loween Night, he escapes . . . and . . . 

Goes home. 


prepcure the screen 
for honorween 

That was the heart-stopping scenario for 
HALLOWEEN, the most successful indepen- 
dent production of all time. It was a low-budget, 
high-quality film which brought 3 relative 
unknowns to the forefront of their crafts: actress 
Jamie Lee Curtis (THE FOG, PROM NIGHT, 
TERROR TRAIN, ROAD GAMES) and co- 
producers John Carpenter & Debra Hill (THE 
FOG, ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK). 

Once again, this terrorific trio has teamed up 
(or conspired, truth to tell) and on October 31st 
will confront squirming audiences all over the 
country with HALLOWEEN II, perhaps the 
most anxiously awaited sequel since THE EM- 
PIRE STRIKES BACK. 

As a sequel, HALLOWEEN II employs a uni- 
que concept, seldom utilized since THE BRIDE 
OF FRANKENSTEIN in 1935-it begins at the 
very moment the original concluded. 

Co-producer/writer Debra Hill explained the 
unusual format while at a sound session in Holly- 
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Soon most of these people will be dead in Horror Hospital. 


wood: “What we’ve done is overlap the ending of 
HALLOWEEN with the beginning of the sequel. 
HALLOWEEN II opens with Laurie Strode 
(Jamie Lee Curtis) telling the children she's been 
babysitting to run down the street and get help. 
Then, if you remember, The Shape sits up in the 
background and attacks again, just as Dr. Loomis 
(Donald Pleasence) bursts onto the scene. He 
shoots The Shape six times, knocking him off the 
balcony and onto the ground below, only to later 
find that The Shape has disappeared. This is the 
point where the story line of HALLOWEEN II 
begins.” 

t'lurill curdle your 
girdle. Myrtle! 

And a blood-curdling story it is! 

Michael Myers, his face hidden by a ghouhsh, 
expressionless white mask, has refused to die. 

■The horror in Haddonfield has only just begun! 

Dr. Loomis (Donald Pleasence) & Sheriff 
Brackett (Charles Cyphers) continue their frantic 
search for the knife-wielding maniac, while the 
Sheriff continues to blame Dr. Loomis for letting 
the man go from the mental institution. 

“This isn’t a man, and I didn’t let him go,” 
replies Loomis, his voice -trembling with uncon- 
trollable fright. 








Tense moment during midnight hours as 2 brave men attempt to find the fiend who is terrorizing Haddon- 

field. 


While Loomis & Brackett are combing the dark 
streets, they spot a figure in a white mask follow- 
ing closely behind a group of trick-or-treaters hke 
a shadow of death. The 2 men race toward the 
children, Warning them to get out of the way and 
run for safety. 

Just as Loomis is about to pull the trigger, a 
County patrol car screeches around the corner 
and slams into the fleeing suspect, knocking him 
onto the hood of the car and hurtUng him against 
a parked van. 

The van explodes in spectacular fashion. . 

The special effects for HALLOWEEN II are 
greatly enhanced by the use of Dolby sound, a 
technique not used in the original This improve- 
ment, combined with the extraordinary color 
quality achieved in the outdoor night scenes, 
makes HALLOWEEN II a technically superior 
film. 

As the acrid odor of burning flesh fouls the air, 
Brackett is relieved to know that mad Michael 
Myers is dead at last. 

But Loomis is not convinced. 

Since 6 close-range gunshots were no deterrent, 
and he has not verified that the face under the siz- 
zling rubber mask is Michael’s, Loomis has his 
doubts about the demise of the Halloween Hor- 
ror. 

A dentist is called in to examine the charred re- 
mains and Loomis resumes his perilous hunt. 




A fiery crash that brings an end to the life of the Halloween Horror of Haddonfield...or does it? 


trail of the demon 

Further clues are discovered and the town is 
once again alerted to the deadly menace stalking 
the formerly peaceful streets. 

The demonic trail is picked up at the local ele- 
mentary school, where a crude drawing of a fami- 
ly is found with a knife protruding from the figure 
representing the sister. On the blackboard the 
word “Samhain" is etched in blood. 

Loomis explains to puzzled officers: "It’s a 
Celtic word meaning Festival of the Dead, an an- 
cient ritual celebrated on Hallows Eve, October 
31st.” 

survivor menaf:ed 

Meanwhile, Laurie Strode, the sole survivor of 
the crimson carnage in the original HALLO- 
WEEN, has been rushed to Haddonfield Memor- 
ial Hospital for treatment of the dangerous 
wounds inflicted by her psychopathic tormentor. 

Upon arrival, she pleads not to be given a sopo- 
rific, fearing that if she’s unconscious Michael 
will follow her there and this time succeed with 
his grisly intent. As a doctor graphically inserts 
the needle of the syringe into her arm, and she 
slowly drifts into darkness, Laurie’s worst fears 
are soon realized. 


Like a stealthy ghost. The Shape has slipped 
unnoticed into the confines of Haddonfield 
Memorial. No longer armed with his lethal but- 
cher knife, he breaks into a supply room and 
selects hypodermic needles & surgical scalpels as 
his new weapons. There is no question that he has 
but one purpose this Halloween Night— 
Laurie Strode! 

horror hospital— undeixstaffed! 

In quest of his prey, Michael murder's each 
member of the hospital staff until only Laurie is 
left, alone & terror-stricken. While she battles 
desperately for her life, narrowly dodging her at- 
tacker again & again, Dr. Loomis has made a 
startling discovery, which climaxes in the film’s 
trick ending (it’s really a treatl) What is it, you 
ask? You can find out on October 31st . . . Hallo- 
ween Night . . . The night HE came home . . . and 
the night HALLOWEEN II opens nationwide! 

flash! 

In addition to HALLOWEEN II, horror film 
aficionados will be treated to an October 31st net- 
work telecast of the original HALLOWEEN, 
which will include new scenes filmed by John Car- 
penter especially for terrorvision! 

Special tiunlu te Mick Gartli, Unde Levine t Debit Hill Iw theic ceopeiitien t iseistance 
In prepaiing this aiticle. 
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SENSATIONAL POSTERS 



KEEP ON TRUCKING Two Color 
34 ’'X22" #2923 $1.50 


GIANT 

LIFE-SIZE 

FRANKENSTEIN 

PIN-UP 



(ape It to the 


6FTFRANKENSTBN 
Black & White 
#2909 
$1.50 


FULL 6 FEET ONLY $1.50 


Movie greats! Superheroes! TV stars! Monsters! Comic covers! You name It 
and you can have it. Order your terrific posters now. A poster for every 
room. A size for every niche. Some are in high contrast biack and white. 
Some are in full exciting color. Hang them In your bedroom, den or play- 
room. Turn your house into a gallery. Display pictures of your favorite 
stars, EC, comic characters. Don’t miss your chance. Order posters now. 



THE HULK Full Color 
30 'x41" #2908 $3.00 



FELIX MAS B&W 
21 "xZg" #2932 $1.00 


SPIDERMAN Full color 
30''x41" #2910 $3.00 



BLACK CAT Full C6lor 
29''x20 ' #2925 $3.00 



FRANKENSTEIN B&W 
30 ''x41 " #2916 $3.00 


DRACULA B&W 
30 "x41 ' #2902 $3.00 


THEWEREWOLFB&W 
30''x41"#2903 $3.00 


BARNABAS B&W 
29"x41V3"#2919$Z50 




BEAST FROM 20,000 FATHOMS 
B&W 30 "x41" #2914 $3.00 


EC VAULT Full Color 
22”x28 ” #291 7 $2.50 



EC TALES Full Color 
22"x28" #2918 $2.50 




LAGOON CREATURE Two Color 
30 "x41 " #2921 $3,00 


KING KONG Full Color 
20 "x27 " #29040 $250 


To order any of these iterra, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 
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NEwWlRRiOR'sBATTU JAcliET 



For ExciriNq acIventures From rhE disco 
TO jUe outer liiviiTs of space! 


WirrIor's 




To order any of these items, please see last page or tnis magazine 


for UwllwOI llwiiM • vBiw- 


THE MOST EXCITING 


NEW MODEIS AVAILABLE! 


NEW! 


MILLENNIUM 

FALCON 


IMPERIAL 

TROOP 

TRANSPORTER 

IMPERIAL TROOP TRANSPORTER The electronic “hover craft” 
troop transporter of the Imperial Stromtroopers is ready to swoop 
down on unsuspecting Rebel and Alliance bases. This 
transporter carries 11 action figures, has 6 special electromc 
sounds that simulate the real sounds from Star wars such as the 
laser, engine and battle noises plus the voices of C-3PO, Storm- 
troopers and R2-D2’s beeps! Each sound is activated by its own 
button. The front hatch opens to reveal a detailed control area 
with seats for 2 troopers. The manual laser gun and the rotating 
radar dish work in tandem. 6 side compartments hold captured 
prisoners and a rear compartment imprisons droids. This model 
comes with two prisoner immobilization units that fit on the 
heads of action figures so they can be brainwashed by the Em- 
pire* This highly detailed kit is molded in hiph impact grey and 
red plastic! Order Now! Action figures not included. Uses one 
“C” Dattery, not included. Assembly required! rf26195— $21.B0 


THE MILLENNIUM FALCON Han Solo's deadly 
freighter-fighter is reproduced in all the in- 
tSSmrn-iii' credible detail lavished on it by its creator 
John Dykstra. This enormous 18”x13” model has 
an illuminated detailed control room, movable laser 
turrets with full interior detail, illuminated rocket 
exhausts, hinged entrance hatch and ramp, retractable 
L- landing gear, movable radar antenna and the seated no- 
^ ures of Luke Skywalker, Han Solo and Chewbacca! Build 
this authentic Star Wars design spaceship. 2“C” b^teries not 
included and assembly is required! #24236—517.95 


MILLENNIUM 

FALCON 

OPEN-UP MODEL 

MILLENNIUM FALCON SPACESHIP This big, so- 
phisticated, “open up” model of Han Solo’s fa- 
mous Millennium Falcon is a gigantic model 
that’s a whopping 17”x6”x23”! Pushbutton acti- 
vates the “battle alert” siren when enemy TIE 
fighters are in the area. Cockpit has a flip open 
canopy with seats for Han Solo and Chewbacca. 
The radar dish manually swivels 360°. This enor- 
mous model has retractable landing gear, a fold- 
ing entrance ramp. Rear deck panel lifts to give 
access to the rear cabin where table and chairs 
are ready for a game of space chess. The cabin 
floor lifts away to reveal a secret compartment to 
hide the action figures from searches by the Im- 
perial Stormtroopers. Fit your action figure into 
the command chair below the laser canon which 
clicks as it follows enemy craft. TheMillennium 
Falcon has all the detail of the original ship. Ac- 
j, tion figures are sold separately. 2“AA” batteries 
not included. Assembly required! #26194—537.80 


.... . Dlieu nonFD FODM. 







Two spectacular ironons. One with the 
Superman logo, Christopher Reeve, a 
ringed planet and the giant red sun of 
Krypton looming ominously in the back- 
ground! The other is a big, spectac-; 
ular glitter iron-on of the famous Su-' 
perman "S" symbol in red and yellow! 


SUPERMAN TELEPHONE & AD- 
DRESS BOOK A plastic spiral 
bound directory with room for 
400listir>gs! #21356— $2.50 


SUPERMAN COMIC PAPER- 
BACK 5 memorable adventures 
including the complete story of 
his life & more! #21366— $1.25 


SUPERMAN SEARCH A WORD 
PUZZLE 24 super exciting 
puzzles! You don’t need X-ray 
vision torthis! #21365— .95c 


To order any of these items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 


SUPBBMAiy ACTinw FIGURES 


SUPERMAN SYMBOL #26142— $1.50 


■ lillK'BII.'K^ 


From Superman, The Movie, here they are, the two biggest heroes and the two worst 
villains in the galaxy! Superman and his father Jor-EI, Krypton’s greatest 
criminal— General Zod and Earth’s greatest criminal mastermind — Lex Luthor! All are 
fully articulated with movable arms, legs and head and all come with authentic cloth 
costumes that are tailored for snug fit In bright colors! All are IZVa" tall action figures! 


LEX LUTHOR #26168— $14.98 


JOR-EL #26169— $14.98 


MOVIE #26141— $1.50 


SUPERMAN #26170— $14.98 


GENERAL ZOD #26167-514.98 






BOOK OF 

MOVIE 

LISTS 

Jeff Rovin’s book of lists covers ewerv 
thing In flimdom with fascinating tacts 
about the films that made Hollywood fa 
mous, about the stars that set the world 
on Its ear. the money, the Inside gossip 
and the flops! You need this book If you 
want to know about everything in tront of 
and behind the screen! . #21409— $17*1 


no 


II 


ALAN DEAN FOSTER 


nHMIKClUfNSIfiUlEN! 


Outland, Hell in space! Where the In 
satiable hungers of Earth are fed 
and where men die like flies. Orde 
your copy of this spellbinding nov 
elizatlon of the movie “OUTLAND’ 
from the creators of “Allen.” Don't 
missthisscl-flsmash! #21424-$2.75 


CUT-OUTS! 
OVER 100 
PIECES! 


SUPERMAN PORTFOLIO: 12 fabulous paintings 
of the scenes and sets from the Superman 
movie. 11 ''x14", finest stock paper In full color 
and suitable forframlngl #21354— $7.95 


SUPERMAN BLUEPRINTS: 15 wonderfully de- 
tailed blueprints of the exotic sets from the 
Superman movie Including the Fortress of Soli- 
tutteandmuchmofe!10yj''x7V4'’! #21353— $6.95 


SUPERMAN CUT-OUTS: Three action oacked, 
11 "x14" scenes from the movie, of Krypton. 
Kansas and Metropolis. Just cut, color, paste 
andassembleforhoursoffun! #21355— $7415 


To order any of these items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 


A SUPER SELECTION 
FOR SUPERMAN COLLECTORS 


SUPERMAN MODEL KIT: 
Superman stands 9" high In this 
dynamic model kit as he bashes 
inawalllOrder! #24211— $3.00 


SUPERMAN POSTER: A full 
color, giant sized, 23''x25'’ of 
Superman from New York artist 
Stavrlnos! #29012— $2.50 








STAR WARS & 
CLOSE 
ENCOUNTER 
RECORD 


The Los Angeles Philhar- 
monic orchestra, conducted 
by Zubin Mehta, plays John 
William’s scores for STAR 
WARS including the title 
Theme, Leia’s Theme, The 
Little People, Cantina Band, 
Battle & The Throne Room. 
Also the suite from CLOSE 
ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD 
KIND. Spell binding music! 
Order today! #2394— $7.98 



UFOs-WHAT ARE THEY? 
UFOs-AGLOBAL PHENOMENON 
UFOs— ALL SHAPES & SIZES 
UFOs-PEAK MONTHS, PEAK HOURS 
UFOs-SEEN BY 15 MILLION 

AMERICANS 


CLOSE 

ENCOUNTERS 
OF THE 
THIRD KIND 
FACT SHEET 


SHEET G!ant-s!zed 23"x 
33” fact sheet poster, fea- 
turing salient informa- 
tion on sightings, evidence 
and contact with UFOs. 
When are UFOs most fre- 
quently spotted? Where? 
What are they? What do 
they look like? These 
questions are answered 
on this full-color post- 
er. Order! #29005— $2.50 



MOTHER SHIP 
IRON-ON 


Full-color, brilliantly 
lit scene of the exit of 
the fabulous extra- 
terrestrial Mother Ship. 
Barry in the foreground 
watches as the space- 
craft lifts from earth- 
bound gravity and heads 
for the stars. Iron-on 
vibrant with reds, blues, 
and golds.#26054— $1.25 



ROAD SCENE 
IRON-ON 


Full-color iron-on of the spe- 
cial scene that has come to 
mean CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
OF THE THIRD KIND to mil- 
lions. A brilliant, deep-blue, 
starlit sky; a road going off 
into infinity; and a glowing 
white light that promises a 
galaxy of excitement and 
wonder. Pius CLOSE ENCOUN 
TERSIogo. #26067— $1.25 



LANDING CRAR 
IRON-ON 


Jillian, Barry and Roy 
Neary first encounter 
the zooming, brllllant- 
ly-lit, spectacular UFO 
landing craft as they 
soar overhead In an un- 
believable display of 
visuals and sound, in 
this full-color, fabulous 
Iron-on. #26053-$1.25 



DEVILS TOWER 
IRON-ON 


The place where It 
all happened. Devil’s 
Tower, Wyoming, 
shimmers In the light 
of the alien Mother- 
ship that looms be- 
hind It, in the fuil- 
color Iron-on with 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
logo. #26055-$1.25 


EXCITING NEW PAPERBACKS OF 



BOOK OF ENCOUNTERS 
Case histories of close en- 
counters of first, second & 
third kind. Interviews. CIA 
reports. Iron Curtain re- 
search. Order! #21298— $1.95 



CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
DIARY Kept by Bob Bala- 
ban, the film's “Interpre- 
ter,” this Is the only on-the- 
spot filming record. With 
photographs. #21307— $1.95 



UFO EXPERIENCE J. Allen 
Hynek, consultant to CLOSE 
Encounters film. Investi- 
gates UFO sightings, evi- 
dence and contact. 309 pa- 
ges. Photos. #21 296— $2.25 



CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF 
THE THIRD KIND SPEC- 
IAL EDITION: Inside the 
U.F.O. & beyond! The newest 
edition takes you there In 
vivid detail! #21414— $2.50 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF 
THE THIRD KIND FOTO- 
NOVEL 224 pages of full- 
color photos tell the story 
of Spielberg's CLOSE EN- 
COLTnTERS. #21299— $2.50 


To order any of these items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 
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UNBELIEVABLE HOME MOVIES! 
HEART -THROBBING - 200 ’ REELS! 


HOUSE of DRACULA 



MANSION QF THE 
MACAOHE AND 
HE MALEVOLENT" 


In this brilliant ahockar 
the legendary Count 
Dracula la portrayed, 
with sinlater bravado, by 
the groat character actor 
John Carradlne. Aa It he 
wasn't enough, Included 
In the guest Hat: Frank- 
ensteira monster & the 
Wolfman, played by Lon 
Chaney. Jr. The three 
clash In one of lllm's 
most exciting battles! 
View this In BAW. Super 
eonly. #22064— SlOis 


THE 

MUMMY'S TOMB 



We are not In Transylvania 
but rather In the mysterious 
land of Egypt. Hera la 
where the bandaged ghoul 
hanga out. ..Dead and 
burled for who knows how 
long? But is the Mdmmy 
actually dead— or Is he In 
fact— breathing through 
those bandages? Come a 
bit closer arMsee lor your- 
seltl B&W In regular 
Bmm. *22229— SIOSS 


FRANKENSTEIN 
MUST BE DESTROYED 



Are you ready for this one? 
It's all new and all loo 
frighteningl The most hor- 
rifying '’Frankenstein” 
movie ever filmed! See the 
most fiendish monster 
ever conceived! You can 
view this film In the privacy 
of your own home. ..and 
scrasm to your heart's con- 
tent. Super and regular fi 
film In Black and White. 
Order. S2ZJ4-S10.95 


TROG 


MASTER of 

TERROR 


RETURN of 

DRACULA 



Here la the Him that dares 
to reveal the laaraome 
pre historic half-manfhalt- 
ape that survived the Iasi 
lea-age to terrorize a town 
of today! The great Joan 
Crewfanl stars as tfte woman 
who aftempla to lama the 
savage beast. Can It be 
done, or will It resort to 


tain fm 


-S10.K 



this chilling story of re- 
venge! Whan a lamous scierv 
tlst discovers his fiancee 
and his brother have fallen 
in love, he goes mad and 
usee a secret lormule to 
walk through waDs and com- 
mit murderl Plenty ot act- 



restless dead and fheir i 
suspecting vlctitrts. Fleeing 
from the Transvaal, Dracula 
assumes the disguise of an 
artist. With his lalal 
charms he hires a young w» 
to carlain doom..jind 


MONSTER THAT 
CHALLENGED THE WORLD 


THE SPIDER 


FIRST SPACESHIP 
ON VENUS 



mollusk of vaguely 
like appearance? Having 
been at the bottom of the 
sea for billions of years... 
he finally aurfacas for a 
breather— and some food 
..None other than human 
blood! Then It's the U.S. 
Navy to the rescue! Have 
you a ■" 



It must eel you to live! You 
will be amazed at the size 
of this beast! It's hard to 
light back against filly 
Ions of ugly— creeping 
black horror! An entire 
brigade tries Its best to 
stop the spider. Action 
oslorel A Black and White 
lantasy-fllm-frollc. Don't 
waste time in ordering! 
Super or regular Bmm fllia 
Sp^fy. *2276— $1096 



You will be the first... The 
vary first Earthling to see 
what Is actually happening 
on the second planet from 
our sun! One of man's 
most exciting, most In- 
credlhle film journeys. En- 
joy this wonderful movie 
...Plus on the seme reel 
...Preview ■Itrsclions! 
See It in Black and While- 
Super or regular 8— Buy It 
today. #2279— S109S 


GHIDRAH 



BATTLES OF 

GHIDRAH 


MONSTER FROM A 
PREHISTORIC PLANET 


headed creature, anyway. 
This beast Is unreal! Ha 
cannot be destroyed by 
any waapona known to 
mani Where does this 
monster evolve from? A 
soaring meteor! Soaring In- 
to your home In a Black 
and White movie. Order 
yours today and spe(;ffy 
either Super ♦* ' leg u l** 
8mmlllml *2281 -SIOSS 



The three headed beast 
comes face to face. ..with 
Qodzilla. Rodan and 
Mothral They are called 
upon to defend their home 
ifanel from the tire breath- 
jng baddle from beyond 
the Stratosphere. Action- 
packed scenes! Don't dare 
mles this fantasy movie. 
QrestI Super 6 mm. Black 
and White. Order nowl 

Acles^l *2282— $ia95 



roar with terror end com- 
plete destruction! Their 
tremendous powers were 
unbelievable when teamed 
together! How do all ot the 
~iaople eaespe from their 
lorrible fates? Available In 
Super 8 Him only. B&W 
oidernow! 


THE RAVEH 



Qood QodI Vincent 
Price, Borle Karloff & 
Pater Lorre tn the Edgar 
Allan Poe tale THE 
RAVEN! This century's 
horror end humor. It’s 
funny, It's frightening, 
It's lintastlcl This apicy 
spool Is a classic for 
the collector! Regular 
8mm In black & while 
leelsonlyl *22079-810.% 



The Metalunan monaters 
strike Earth In a reign of 
terror! They kidnap two 
Terran sclenlista and bring 
them back to Metaluna. 
And that Is just the beoln- 
nfngl Our scientists dis- 
cover themselves to be In 
the midst of a universal 
war on a scale so vast and 
at a level of honor to unlm- 
aglnable as to boggle their 
minds! A 200' rser. Super 
eonly! <02%— $16.95 


MAN-MADE 

MONSTER 



Shocks and Ihrills f!y 
thick end Issl in this time 
honored classic! LonCharwy 
Jr. Blare as the monster. 
Lionel AtwIII as the mad 
scientist! He was a truck 
driver, a good man, but 
an accident cut short Ms life. 
Should a man be brought 
back to life? Should men 
tamper with the unknown? 
Order now! *2284— $10.95 


To order any of these iteme, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 
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THE 

COMPLETE 

ILLLSTRATED 

FRMKENSTEIK 

FILMBOOK! 

THE ILLUSTRATED FRANKEN 
STEIN: No Frankenstein collec- 
tion can be complete without 
this stunning book! Over 100 
photographs, some never before 
published! Trace the Franken- 
stein legend from the pen of 
Mary Shelley to the house of 
Hammer, with due emphasis on 
the eerie yet poignant portray- 
al by the greatest master of 
all, Boris Karloff! 021420— S6.95 


COLLECT 
ALL THE 
GREAT 
ISSUES 
YOU’VE 
MISSED! 


ORDER YOUR BACK 
ISSUES OF FAMOUS 
MONSTERS TODAY! 
IT’S THE HORROR 
MOVIE MAGAZINE! 


PROFESSIONAL HORROR 

MAKE-UP KIT! 
CREATE SCARY 
FACES JUST AS 
THEY DO IN 
HOLLYUfOOD! 


SCARY FACES: Now you can frighten 
your friends with 21 easy-to-apply scars 
and cuts you apply the pnjfesslo^, Holly- 
wood wayl Create horrible effects wlih 
scars, cuts, make^ip, blood and fake teeth! 
Scary Faces was created by Dick Smith, 
the famous Hollywood makew artisL so 
you could have hours of fun! All the Inpe- 
dlents are completely non-loxic and atwo- 
lately safe! Ordw^today! #26306— $6,95 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

"CbEHS" 

MAKE-UP REMDVER 

“CLENS” MAKE UP REMOVER: The perfect co-star to 
our fabulous make-up kit! “Clens” removes all make-up 
and adhesives from the skin and hair. "Clens" is made 
of entirely natural ingredients and was specially creat- 
ed by a Hollywood make-up artist and used by major 
studios for over Ihitly years! Unless you're planning to 


To ordor any of thaaa items, plaaaa see last psga of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 
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SHOCKROIMYMS 

It's been a while since we've run some of our playful, entertaining Shock- 
ronyms— so here’s a batch of the latest. Please send 'em in, as the mail's 
been slow on these . . and we kind of like our little word games. 

Kevin Surnear ol Navarre, Ohio, contributed the foHowing three: 


King 

Can 

Lurking. 

And 

Horrify 

Undying, 

Reigning 

Any 

Ghostly 

Lord 

Nosferatu. 

Ogre 

Of 

Even 

Sucking 

Fright 

Films 

You! 

Indefinitely 


Carl Goldstein ot Philadelphia 
Courageous 
And 

Peacetul. 

The 

Ablest 

Individual 

Now 

Knocking 

Insurrectionist 

Romulans. 

Kiingons 



REQUEST 

Remember, lo these many issues ago. when we asked you how to say 
GRAVEYARD EXAMINER in other languages? Well, the response has only been 
so-so Then again, it’s not one of the easier requests we’ve made of our 
readers. So laY. the more interesting ones we have received are from Steve 
Muntean ol Aurora. Colorado.-wuho notes that in Romanian, the GE is Cot 
Engtezesc Examinato,’ Bill Harris, of North Royalton. Ohio, informs us that 
we're "Cimitero Esame" in Italian, while David Riley ol Lubbock, Texas, in- 
sists that we're "Kirchhof Untersucher" in German. Interesting, eh? But the 
strangest claim of all comes from Angelia Hopwood of Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. She gave us the GE in ‘ancient Germanic runes,' which go like sc 

Anybody care lo dispute that? 


OFHCIAL 

CAROLINE MUNRO 
FAN CLUB 

This is announcing the otficial Caroline 
Munro Fan Club which has her com- 
plete authorization and her full 
cooperation. Caroline herself is par- 
ticipating in some club activities as 
well as providing information and 
photos from her personal collection. 
The club membership kit contains the 
following items: 

Four quarterly issues of the club's 
newsletter, running 12 to 20 photo off- 
sei pages in length, often containing ex- 
clusive interviews and rare photos. 
The newsletter will be sent in an 
envelope by first class mail. The lirst 
issue of the newsletter contains an arti- 
cle written by Caroline herself about 
the making of her latest film. Maniac. The interview is about her with her 
Maniac collaborators: Joe Spinelt, the star, the co-writer and the co-executive 
producer; Tom Savini, the creator of special make-up effects; William Lustig. 
the director and co-producer; and Andrew Garooni, the co-producer). A sum- 
mary of Caroline's professional activities in 1980. a special club contest and 17 
rare photos ol her including a special centerfold. 

MEMBERSHIP 

6x10 stills personally autographed by Caroline. 

6 X 10 pin-up photo. 

4x6 photo from the Thanksgiving 1979 New York Creation Convention at 
which she appeared as guest of honor. And, a biography and detailed credit 
listing. The club will feature regular contests. There will also be a selection of 
photos by Caroline for sale, including material which will be sold only through 
the fan club, such as exclusive stills ol her Irom MANIAC. II you would like to 
join, the membership fee for the first year is S6 for the U.S.A. and Canada. S7 
for foreign by surface mail, and S9.50 tor foreign air mail. For further informa- 
tion write to: Robert Talko, 1349 Fern Avenue, Reading, Pa. 19607. For those 
tans who are not satisfied with just photos, Caroline has arranged the sale of 
exclusive color and black & white photos of herself especially for the fan 
market. For further information contact: Jerry Dhlinger's Movie Material 
Store. 120 West 3rd Street, New York, N.Y, 1D012. 

The film. The Hit Man, which was previously announced as being produced by 
her husband, Jud Hamilton, has not gone into production and has been in- 
definitely postponed pending the script rewrite 


NOTE ON 
THE VOTE 

The response to our yea or nay vole on GE features has been overwhelming, 
and we're a bit behind in our tallying. The results will have been tabulated by 
our next issue, at which point the Readers Will Have Spoken! We will 
reorganize Ihe month-to-monlh contents ot this section based on what you 
want lo see. or want to see tossed into Ihe wastebasket. 

Be here next month.. There s going to be a change or two! Also next month: 
your drawings ol the Graveyard Examiner his/her/itself! 


. Pennsylvania offered these: 


Unparalleled. 

Colorful. 

Heavenly 

Humorous 

Universal 

Earthling 

Roaming 

Knocking 

Ambassador 

Out 


Villains 
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MONSTER HLERS 


I From Murray Swift of Australia: 

iVEGABEAST 

I The Vegabeast stands in a small cave en* 
Z trance, the eternal guardian to the under- 
I world home of a mysterious alien race. 

I He stands 10 foot tall and is a rust colour, 
his roots reach for 20 feet in all directions 

I and come to the surface in small un- 
noticeable deadly prongs. 

I When he Is not stalking human intruders 
* he blends himself into the creepers and 
I rocks, totally out of sight. 

_ When a human enters the cave, he 
I emerges and with his deadly eye he turns 

■ them to glass. Then his deadly roots rise 
from the ground and slowly suck the life 

I out of the glassed humans, leaving them 
an empty glass husk. 

I The only thing which can harm the Vega- 
" beast Is direct sunlight into the centre ot 
I his deathray eye. 



I From Ong Jose ot Cebu City, Philippines; 

I ZYCON3 

I An android created by an unknown race 
that was wiped out millions of years ago 
■ in a galaxy-wide holocaust. Zycon 3 was 
" stationed on the satellite Griton and was 
I programmed to guard the hidden 
" treasures of these ancient beings who 
I created the android. 

I Zycon 3 stands sixteen leet tall and has 
enormous strength. When pursuing an 

■ intruder on the planet it can jump as high 
as 35 feet and outrun anything that lives. 
I Zycon 3 has snakelike robots which are 
" attached to him and help terrorize those 
I who would steal the treasure. These 
" snakiBbots shoot powerful laser rays. 

I The only way Zycon 3 could be defeated 
■ Is if the snakes were to turn on him, 
I although they too would then perish. 

■ Because of this android, scientists are 
unable to explore Griton. 



■ From Tom Burganus of IkTTIkJV 
Jamesvtile. N.C.: lHAIra 

I Nim are acquatic Inhabhants of Aguala V, 
a planet in the newly discovered Oonavan 
I System. Nim live In the depths of 
* Aguala's single, huge ocean, Prator. 
I Praforcovers nearly 6/7 of Aguala. 

. Nim are a dull whitish gray. The nearly 
I tour teat long body ends in a powerful, 

I webbed tall, able to propel the creature 
up to twenty mph. 

I The arms of Nim enable them to pull 
* themselves out of the ocean to “sun" 


I themselves on beaches of glass. These 
I arms appear to have once bean flippers 
I and biologists seem to agree that the Nim 
I have not yet completed their evolution. 

I Aguala V is the 13th planet of this 15 

I planet system. The binary star NG-1Q524 
(Donavan I & II] was named tor Xavier 

I Donavan, captain ot the Lincoln , the first 
starship to explore beyond Cerberus. 
I Colonies are planned for the 7th & 8th 
I planets ot the system. 



1 


THE 

PRINTED 

WEIRD 



This month, instead of announcing new 
titles tor you eager readers, we've got 
one of our infamous requests. We'd like 
you to drop us a line about books you'd 
like to see published. Not fiction, but 
non*fiction. For example, in the last tew 
months we've seen yet another book on 
SF films from Fred Pohl; a slew of books 
about RAIDERS OFTHE LOST ARK includ- 
ing the script and the bestselling noveli- 
zation; another book about the STAR 
TREK TV series; the list is endless. 

Now it’s your turn. Is there a celebrity 
whose films you’d tike to see immortal- 
ized in a “Firms of . . .“ book? How 
about a certain motion picture? Would 
you like to read about the making of a 
classic? 01 a recent flick? THE INVIS- 
IBLE MAN? CLASH OF THE TITANS? SU- 
PERMAN II? How about biographies of 
John Carradinc or Sieve Reeves? The 
George Lucas Story? 

This is not a fist which we'll be sending 
to any pubiisbers, but something to 
share with your fellow readers. 

Next month, we'll he back with our usual 
slew of reviews and previews of new 
books. Still, we'll just mention one whKh 
is 3 real pip; IT’S ALIVE, from A.S. 
Barnes. They’ve done a grand and de- 
tailed book about the Universal franksn- 
slein movies, which is a must tor every 
shell. Check out your local bookstore. 
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ANIMATED TRAVELS 


The entire month of May saw Dynamator Ray Harryhausen on the road pro- 
moting his recent film CLASH OF THE TITANS. Harryhausen visited over fif- 
teen cities and appeared on local TV and radio shows, as well as being inter- 
viewed by virtually every major newspaper in the United States. In 
Washington. Harryhausen appeared on a morning program hosted by the 
quarterback of the Washington Redskins. Joe Theisman. END 


HAMMER HOUSE 
OF HORROR 

ITC Entertainment's "HAMMER HOUSE OF HORROR.' a first-run package of 
spine-chilling double features, has been sold immediately upon its release in 
the U.S. to pay-TV systems. 

ITC describes the exciting, brand new double features as being in the tradition 
of "Friday the 13th," "Dressed to Kill," and "The Shining." 

Announcing the premiere of the new "HAMMER HOUSE OF HORROR" double 
features on pay-TV systems in the U.S. , ITC went on to explain a vital element 
about the package. It offers pay-TV systems maximum flexibility in schedul- 
ing. Titles can be played as six spine-tingling double features and/or as 13 
compelling one-hour horror feature films, he stated. 

Cy Kaplan, vice president of special projects, reported the following sales to 
pay-TV systems: On TV, SelecTV, Oak TV. Wometco, ATC and Buford TV. 
Hammer Films, which produced "HAMMER HOUSE OF HORROR" in associa- 
tion with ITC Entertainment, is known as the best horror film makers in the 
world. For more than two decades the name of Hammer has been synonymous 
with horror. Among the many Hammer horror films are "The Curse of Franken- 
stein." "Dracula," "TheMummy," "The Phantom of the Opera," "Rasputin, 
the Mad Monk," "Plague of the Zombies," and "The Vampire Lovers." 

The new productions, filmed in 1980 and 1981, contain compelling, contempo- 
rary horror stories, in present-day settings. The stories cover a wide range of 
spine-tingling themes— suspense and the supernatural, the occult and the 
eerie, and sinister drama. 

The producer of "HAMMER HOUSE OF HORROR" is Roy Skeggs. who is a 
veteran at making thrillers. He was production supervisor on forty of the Ham- 
mer films and produced ten. His first film as producer was "Frankenstein and 
the Monster from Hell." 

"HAMMER HOUSE OF HORROR" is a Jack Gill presentation, hosted by Ham- 
mer star Christopher Lee. 


CASUALTY MAKE-UP KIT: Turn your- 
self Into a ho/rlble accident victim 'with 
this kit's easy to apply make-up arxl simple 
Instructions! #^74— $9.95 


$9.95 


VAMPIRE MAKE-UP KIT: Recreate the 
Master of the Undead with this kit’s easy 


SOMETHING WICKED 
THIS WAY COMES 

TWo-tims Academy Award winner Jason Robards has been signed by Watt Dis- 
ney Productions to star in Ray Bradbury's "Something Wicked This Way 
Comes,’ announced Ron Milter, president and chief operating officer. Robards 
was recently seen as President Grant in "The Legend of the lone Ranger". 
Principal photography began September 28 on the $13.5 mtllioii film, with 
Jack Clayton directing and Peter Vincent Douglas producing for The Bryna 
Company. Douglas' last film was the SF film "The Final Countdown." Brad- 
bury wrote the screenplay adaptation of his novel. Georges Qelarue. who won 
an Academy Award for "A Little Romance," will compose the score for the 
film. 

Filming wifi take place at Disney's Golden Oak Ranch and the company's Bur- 
bank lot. where production designer Richard Macdonald is building a small 
MMwest^n town. 

The story centers on two teenage boys who must battle the powei^ of a satanic 
circus which arrives one night in their hometown. Bradbury's novel, originally 
published in 1962, has sold more than 18 million paperback copies world- 
wide. 

Release by Buena Vista is planned for Christmas 1982. 


INVISIBLE MAN 

RETURNS 


Though the role of the legendary Er- 
rol Flynn has yet to be cast in a biopic 
of the actor's life , the co-starring part 
of actor Claude Rains has reportedly 
been offered to model-actor Robert 
Dunkirk. Rains, as our readers well 
know, is the actor who starred in 
such immortal horror classics as THE 
iftVISIBLE MAN and THE WOLF- 
MAN. Rains was the co-star of 
Flynn's most memorable film THE 
ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD. The 
picture is scheduled to go before the 
cameras early in 1982. 
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SUPER HERO HOME MOVIES! 

YOUR FAVORITE COMIC BOOK CHARACTERS! 
CARTOON FILMS IN B&W OR FULL COLOR! 


SPIDER- 
THE ORIGIN: 
Spider-man’s 
eni*rif ^^9 battle 
SOLDh a crime! 

OUT 

^^=t^103-$9.95 
Also in Color: I 
11 #22104— $18.95 I 


rs 1 

IRON MAN 

1, IRON MAN 

THE ULTIMO: 
The creature 
from the vol- 
cano, Ultimo! 
Super 8, B & W: 
#22115— $9.95 
Also in Color: 
#22116-$18.95 


SPIDER-MAN 
KINGPINNED: 
S.p i d e r- m a n 
must deacti- 
vate a bomb! 
Super 8, B&W: 
#22105— $9.95 . 
Also in Color: 
#22106— $18.95 . 


CAP AMERICA 
ZEMO & EVIL: 
Cap, Thor and I 
Iron Man 
the evil Zemo! | 
Super 8, B & W: I 
#22111— $9.95 I 
Also In Color: I 
#22112— $18.95 


SUB- MARI- 
NER SAVE ME: 
Sub-Mariner , 
battles the evil 
Krang! NOW! , 
Super 8, B & W: ' 
#22117 — $9.95 ' 
Also in Color: ^ 
#22118— $18.95 


SPIDER-MANi 
TREACHERY:! 
Spider-manI 
is framed byl 
circus twins! I 
Super 8, B & W: [ 
#22107— $9.95 1 
Also in Color: I 
#22108— $18,951 


THE POWER: 
The incredible 
Hulk fights the 
Army! A must! 
Super 8, B & W: 
#22113— $9.95 
Also in Color: 
#22114— $18.95 


MIGHTY THOR 
THUNDERGOD: 
Thor and his 
hammer vs De- 
stroyer! Su- 
per 8, B & W: 
#22119— $9.95 
Also in Color: 
#22120— $18.95 


GREAT RECORD CLASSICS 
AORKINAL BROADCASTS! 


I, ROBOT: Alan Parson’s 
Project future songs warn 
man's rule will encfln “hu- 
man” robots! #2395— $7.98 


FLASH GORDON: The 
most fabulous space hero 
Is back with suspense & 
derrIng-do! #2344 — $6.96 


Sttut 


SAM SPADE: Starring JAWS: 3 pulse-pounding 
Howard Duff In this Dash- tales of young scientists 
lei Hammett great! Origl- In combat with maneaters 
nal broadcasts! #2364— $6!% of the deep! #2384— $2.49 


WHEN RADIO 


WAS 


KING! 


MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY: 
“SET UP FOR RE-ENTRY” 
#2348— $4.96 

F.B.I. PEACE AND WAR: 
“THE TRAVELING MAN” 
#2349— $4.98 

TERRY AND THE PIRATES 
AND JACK ARMSTRONG 
#2350— $4.98 


JOURNEY TO THE CEN- 
adventure stories with TER OF THE EARTH: Fan- 
Kirk, Spock, McCoy & the tastic trip to the Earth’s 
Starship crew! #2391— $2.98 core! #2360— $2.98 


“WHEN RADIO WAS KING!” IS A COLLECTION OF 
FASCINATING LONG PLAYING RECORD ALBUMS. HEAR THE 
GREATS OF THE 1930’S, 40’S AND 50’S 


WONDER WOMAN: 3 excit- 
ing action-adventure sto- 
ries of this beautiful & a- 
mazing amazon! #2393— $2.98 


CHARLIE CHAN: The 
courteous but deadly Ori- 
ental mastermind is at 
work! 1925 & on! #2365-$6S6 


To order any of these iteme, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 
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WAR OF THE WORLDS: Thrill TIME MACHINE: H.G. Wells’ 
with chills as Martians invade classic tale of the time travelling 
the Earth! A classic on this long suspense and horror on this long 
playing LP! #2356— $2.98 playing LPI #2355— $2.98 



AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 INVISIBLE MAN: Dr. Griffin 
DAYS: In 1872 Phineas Fogg sets discovers the secret of invisi- 
out to circle the globe on another bility and rampages across Eur- 
classic LP! #2358— $2.98 ope! Classic LPI #2359— $2.98 



CORBEN POSTER: Incredibly colorful Corben bursts forth in this 
huge new 19'/} '’x27V2 ” poster from the Neverwhen series! This is Den as the 
savage paragon of the camal combat! Printed in the lushest colors avail- 
able today, without any type on the artwork whatsoever! #29044-82.25 







VAMPIRELLA: Every- 
one's favorite in puz- 
zle form by Gonzalez! 
21 "xlS" size. 500 col- 
or pieces! #24126— $1.00 


EERIE #23: The cov- 
er by the great Fra- 
zetta in puzzle form! 
21 "xlS" size. 500 col- 
or pieces! #2429— $1.00 


TARZAN: Original 
Sunday comics page 
by Bume Hogarth! 0- 
ver 500 pieces! 20"x 
16 ” size! #2455— $4.49 


The Lone Ranger and his faithful Indian companion Tonto ride again In 
a set of three exciting jigsaw puzzles! Each puzzle contains 200 pieces 
in beautiful full color. Each is a different photograph of the western 
hero in action! These puzzles provide fun and amusement for hours! 


FRANKENSTEIN: Cre- 
ate a 20"x12" monster! 
Over 200 pieces In 
full color! #2673— $1.39 


THUNDER LIZARD; Relive those 
old rough and tumble prehistoric 
days with this fantastic puzzle! 
Create the brontosaurus that once 
stood 20 feet tall & 80 feet long! 
200 pieces & 20 "x1 2 ' size! #2679-81 .39 


LORD OF THE RINGS: This fantasy of 
J.R.R. Tolkien's is the basis for this Incred- 
ible 2-slded puzzle! Featuring a map of 
middle Earth & beautiful landscape on the 
flip side! Over 500 pieces In full color In 
a21 ’XlS" size! #24112-85.95 


MIDDLE EARTH MURAL: This 
21 "x15'’mural completes the “Lord 
of the Rings" series of puzzles! 
Over 500 pieces let you create 
a fine full color work of art 
for puzzle freaks! #24128-85.50 


r$ii 
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FANG MAIL 

(Continued from M|e 4 


HAPPY ENDING 

Even tho my (dacj threw 
away my issues of FM arounci 
20 years ago, I have retained 
my collection by seeking thru 
secondhand shops for those 
discarded issues. Fortunately, 
my dad wasn't one of those 
gung-ho nuts against monster 
magazines— he just didn’t un- 
derstand at the time. We get 
along great even today and I 
still nave the complete collec- 
tion (except #5) of FM. Who 
says you can’t have your cake 
and eat it too? Yes, I have a 
son, and yes, I let him go thru 
(ah, but very carefully) my vin- 
tage FMs. 

JOHN ROBINSON 
Leslie, Ml 

OF MOTELS & 
MANIACS & 
MINORITIES 

First off. I'd like to congratu- 
late Forry on the humorous 
cameo in THE HOWLING. My 
friends & I really got a kick out 
of the magazines you were 
holding behind your back! The 
scene helped to make the film 
one of the best horror films in 
the decade. 

About the news that ME- 
TROPOLIS is going to be re- 
made: I wish that I could truth- 
fully say I share your enthusi- 
asm about the project but I'm 
afraid that recent instances of 
things not quite being what 
they were touted to be have 
taken their toll on me. Take for 
instance last year’s first epic 
horror film, THE SHINING. My 
brother & I were there for the 
first showing along with sever- 
al other horror fans, expecta- 
tions running high, 2^2 hours 
later we staggered from the 
theater in disappointment. In- 
stead of a hair-raising horror 
film we were treated to one of 
the most dismal melodramas 
masquerading as a horror film 
that I have ever seen. 

ALTERED STATES was also, 
alas, another over-praised tur- 
k^. Like Disney’s THE BLACK 
HOLE fiasco, it had some stun- 
ning special visual effects but 
was empty in all other depart- 
ments. Poor direction & script 
•hampered what could have 
been one of the year’s best 
films, like OUTLAND, a truly 
excellent film in every way. 

I'm very much afraid that 
METROPOLIS will more than 
likely share THINGS TO 
GOME’S award for worst re- 
make of the year. However, I 
wouldn’t want to leave you 
with the impression that I’ve 
given up completely on the 
possibility of bigger & better 
things in the world of sci-fi/ 
horror. I'm confident that the 


STAR TREK telefilm will be ev- 
ery bit as magnificent & thrill- 
ing as the movie and I'm sure 
that REVENGE OF THE JEDI 
(if they ever get it made) will be 
just as good as STAR WARS & 
EMPIRE, perhaps even better. 

In issue #175 (one of your 
best to date with only 1 re- 
print), reader Peter MiKkelsen 
of Denmark mercilessly sa- 
vaged MANIAC & MOTEL 
HELL. I don’t know about MA- 
NIAC as it has not yet reached 
my area but I must profess in- 
dignity toward his comments 
on MOTEL HELL, one of the 
best horror / comedy films 
since ATTACKOF THE KILLER 
TOMATOES. First, I’d like to 
state that I have absolutely no 
quarrel with extremely bloody 
films, actually 1 rather enjoy 
them. I've long believed that 
the popular argument about 
violent films influencing & en- 
couraging the weaker & de- 
mented mind to be a load of 
b.s. concocted by the same 
people who would have us be- 
lieve that all black people are 
bad and all government is 
good. Of course, there will al- 
ways be deranged & danger- 
ous people in society ready to 
burst loose but I think that the 
horrors of the real world are 
far more likely to trigger a vio- 
lent reaction from someone 
than a mere 90 minutes or so 
on a movie screen. Rare is the 
person who truly cannot sepa- 
rate fantasy from reality: I’ve 
never met one. I myself choose 
to follow the fantasy world be- 
cause I find it to be so much 
more gratifying than the real 
world but that does not mean 
I’m oblivious to the real one. 
Mr. Mikkelsen hints that he 
considers himself "a sane & 
normal reader", while we who 
enjoy MOTEL HELL are, 
quote, “already insane weir- 
does" & "weak & uncritical”. It 
has been my considered ob- 
servation that the mainstream 
of public thinking considers 
anyone who professes an af- 
finity for our chosen field of in- 
terest to be slightly insane and 
weird to a point. What we like 
and consider to be in good 
taste would probably not ap- 
peal to the average man or 
woman on the street; indeed, 
they would probably dismiss 
us and our interests as child- 
ish, immature & stupid. I’ve 
long recognized that the 
tastes of my friends & I are 
unique & special, that is also 
the way we look at ourselves. I 
havea healthy love forthe fan- 
tastic side of life yet I do not 
consider myself a mental case. 
If Mr. Mikkelsen considers 
himself “sane & normal" and 
will not admit to being a true 
fan, then he cannot oe and 


probably is not one of us. You 
cannot say that you like horror 
films anci then turn around 
and condemn certain ones for 
having more blood than 
others. That is like saying you 
love all people but cannot- 
tolerate certain ethnic groups. 

I wish certain hypocrites 
would not write in and com- 
plain about things other peo- 
ple enjoy. They are just taking 
up valuable space that a re^ 
fan could put to infinitely bet- 
ter use than rabble rousing. 

In Mr. Mikkelsens’ letter he 
refers to MANIAC & MOTEL 
HELL as “unbelievable filth”, 
"trash", "incredible & totally 
tasteless & sickening filth’ , 
and once again, “filth Again, 

I cannot say that MANIAC isn’t 
filth as I haven’t yet seen it but 
it cannot be quite as bad as he 
makes it out to be. 1 can, how- 
ever, state that all 5 times I 
saw MOTEL HELL, (didn’t ob- 
serve even 1 person in the au- 
dience who appeared to have 
been repelled by the film. They 
all had smiles on their faces 
and some of them were still 
chuckling about it. If MOTEL 
HELL were as horrible & de- 
bauched as Mr. Mikkelsen 
says it is, then probably no 
more than 2 or 3 people would 
have stayed to see it. 

Well, I seem to have jumped 
up on my soapbox again! I’m 
sorry I got carried away but 
whenever someone who 
claims to be one of us turns 
around and stabs us in our col- 
lective backs, I am compelled 
to rebut. I realize it is only fair 
to present both sides of the 
story but please try to print 
only positive letters in FM. Af- 
ter all, FM is dedicated to the 
fantastic film and its fans, and 
it’s to those loyal supporters 
that FM’s success can be attri- 
buted. We all know that there 
are those out there who only 
like to nitpick & complain and 


WANTED! More Readers Like 



MRS. JANET M. KING 


WANTED! More Readers Like 



KEVIN DEVAULT 

who cannot say anything posi- 
tive for the most part. Space in 
FM is too precious to waste on 
negative response from a very 
small minority of people who 
are not doing our genre any 
good at all. Concentrate in- 
stead on the positive input 
from all the wonderful people 
who make fandom the great 
thing it is! 

JAY BULLBEAR 
Hominy, OK 
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LITTLE DEVIL 


We Want to 
Read Your Mail, 
MONSTER! 

Send us your tetters & photos 
—and then watch this Fangmaii 
Dept! You may appear in print! 
Send To: 

Fangmaii Dept. 
FAMOUS MONSTERS 
Warren Publishing Co. 

145 East 32nd St. 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
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SOFTGOVER FILM BOOKS 




A 256 page soft cover 
(ilmbook with 1500 big 
blow-up photos, sequen- 
daily framed. A com- 
plete dialogue from or- 
iginal soundtrack. A 
dassici #21195— $4.95 


This photo journal Is 
a phenomenal mystery 
classld Giant 12"x9'’ 
256 page soli cover 
(ilmbook. Dialogue & o- 
ver 1400 photos scene 
bysc8ne!#21125— S4.95 


Whale's Frankenstein, 
is reconstnicted frame- 
by-frame in this excit- 
ing 12"x9' softcover 
book. 256 pages with 
over 1000 photos plus 
script! #21124— $4J5 


CLASSIC HUH THEMES 



Science Fiction, 
Horror and 
Fantasy 

A long playing stereo 
record or some of the 
greatest themes from SF 
horror and fantasy movies! 
Included are ‘This Island 
Earth, ” “Creature from 
the Black Lagoon" and many 
more! #23001/S7.98 



SUBSCRIBE 

TODAY! 

FAMOUS MONSTERS 
brings you fabulous pho- 
tos and features on all 
the latest and the great- 
est Horrorwood films!! 


FAMOUS MONSTEBS □ 10 issues »17.a0 

□ 20 issues $32.00 

Please add 84.00 to all non-U. S. subscriptions 


aty 


-Hp 


WARREN PUBLISHING 

145 East 32 Street New York, N.Y. 10016 


ycTCpfAIN” COMPANYmTSH"^^ 


CAPTAIN COMPANY P.O. Box 430, Murray Hill Station, New York, N.Y. 10156-0430 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IN BLOCK LETTERS 


POSTAGE & HANbLING 

NAMF 

poslage, shipping A handling imaigee. 

ADORF5%<; 

UptoSSJnadd 95c 

S3i)1to$7.00add $1.40 

$7J)1to$11J»8dd $ia5 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

$11X11 to $15.00 Kid $2.30 

$15J)1to$2a00Kld $2.75 

S20X)1to$2SX)0add $3.05 

OvKS2SJ»8dd S3-35 

FOR HRSr CLASS US. MAIL DELIVERY; Add $4.00 to the above 
chargee & you will receive yoir order r^lddy- 
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ALL MERCHANDISE SUBJECT TO F>RICE CHANGE WfTHOUT NOTICE 


HOW 
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IVa pay postage and handling 
charges on back’Issue Warren 
megazfnes ordered In U.S.A. 


PLEASE USE A SEPARATE SHEET OR PAPER IF YOU RUN OUT OF SPACE ON THIS COUPON 


Total for 
Merchandise 


N.Y. Slate Cueloman 
add B% salM tax 


Ofdws outtkto U.S 
Kldltlonal $5X10 


Postage & 
Handling 


Total 

Enclosed 



IMPORTANT! CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE ORDERING HOME MOVIE FILMS: 


□ REGULAR 8 


□ SUPERS 


OUR GUARANTEE: Our merchandise will be replaced If not received In satisfactory condition. 


66 













SinUEI^BOBRFEfrS SPHCESHIP 


imPERini niTncK on rebel brse hctioh set 


BSSiBfSnUKBBKK 

mCREDIBLE mODELS & SETS FROR1 THE RIOST EHCITIRC RIOUIE EUER! 


HEUI! 


SLAVE I: An exch- 
ing replica of the ev- 
il Boba Fett's ship! 
Highly detailed ship 
has movable ramp into 
the cargo hold, adjust- 
able seat for landing 
and flight positions, 
adjustaole wings that 
lock for cruise cont- 
rol! The clicking, 
moving laser cannons 
will protect Slave I 
from any pursuit ships. 
The craft will hold 
at least three action 
figures beside Boba 
when the side panel 
is removed! A frozen 
Han So!o figurine is 
included! This is a 
functional toy that re- 
quires no batteries! 
Action figure not in- 
cluded. #26299— $24.95 


TURRET & PROBOT 
PinV SET 

TURRET AND PROBOT PLAYSET: Watch out 
Rebels! Probot is looking for you! You can 
relive the dramatic battle on the ice plan- 
et Noth with this deluxe playset! You can 
eject the Probot with the action lever that 
you control! For added thrills, there's a 
realistic Rebel Laser Gun-Turret. Action 
figures fit inside through the opening side 
door and into the hatch on top. Turret las- 
er cannon clicks as it turnsi Intricately 
detailed and colorful plastic Probot and 
laser Turret are just what you need to kin- 
dle your Imagination and authenticate the 
world of your Star Wars action figures! 
Durable plastic will last for years! Ac- 
tion figures sold separately! #26297—515.95 


ALL-TERRAIN ARMORED-TRANSPORT: Highly de- 
tailed 6" tall replica of the deadly walkers! The 
legs and head control room are moveable! #24256—57.25 
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ENCOUNTER WITH YODA ON DAGOBAH: 
Beautifully molded and authentically detail- 
ed, Yoda's bog home is 10" in diameter, with 
lift away roof & figures of Yoda teaching 
the force to Luke Skywalker! #24258—59.95 


BATTLE ON ICE PLANET HOTH: Darth Vader's Imperial troops attack the rebel stronghold in 
this 12"x18" action scene! included are terrain base, three snap together attack walkers, an x- 
wing fighter, a scout walker, three snow speeders and almost fifty figures! #24257—59.95 


To order any of these items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 









To order any of these items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 






